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Editorial. 
THE National Educational Association will hold its seventeenth annual meeting at Louisville, Ky., next week. This is the 
largest and most influential body of educators in the United 
'States and probably in the world. It was originally organized 
.as the ' National Teachers' Association, on the 2§th of August, 
1857, at Philadelphia. The present is, therefore, the twentieth 
year of its existence. At the first meeting forty-three members 
were enrolled, among whom we note but six who take an active 
part in its proceedings at the present time. Their names are 
eminent among the leaders of the great educational movements 
of the age, and it is fitting that they should be recorded here in 
the twentieth anniversary of the organization of which they are 
really the honor:ed founders, and still the steadfast friends. The 
first on the original list before us is Z. Richards, of Washington, 
D. C., for many years a successful teacher, and subsequently the 
efficient Superintendent of Schools at the national capital. The 
second is John W. Bulkley, for a long period the Superintendent 
of Public Schools, and now the Assistant Superintendent, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. The third is James Cruikshank, formerly edi-
tor of the New York Teache1', but at present principal of one of 
the Brooklyn public schools. Mr. Cruikshank was for many 
.years Secretary of the Association, and still retains his interest 
in its great and growing work. Next in order follow the names 
of D. B. Hagar, Ph. D., now principal of the State Normal 
School at Salem, Mass.; Hon. J. P. Wickersham, of Pennsyl-
vania, and Prof. Edward Brooks, principal of the State Normal 
School at Millersville, in the same state. Of the six gentlemen 
named, four, Messrs. Richards, Bulkley, Hagar, and Wickersham, 
have been presidents of the Association. Mr. Brooks.was presi-
dent of the Normal Department during the centennial year. . 
. At the second meeting, held at Cincinnati in 1858, seventy-
three new members were elected, among whose names we recog-
nize those of Horace Mann, William Russell, John D. Philbrick, 
Andrew J. Rickoff, J. W. McJilton, John Hancock, Daniel ~ead, 
and Ira Divoll. Of these eminent men, four-Mann, Russell, ' 
McJilton, and Divoll-have passed to their final rest, while the 
remaining four still live and are active participants in the work ' 
of the Association. The third meeting was held at Washington, ' 
D. C., in 1859, when twenty-nine new names were added to the ' 
membership. Prominent among these names is that of E. C. 
Wines, D. D., LL. D., the indefatigable Secretary of the Na-
tional Prison Association, whose influence for good is felt to-day 
in every country of the civilized world. The fourth annual ses-
sion occurred at Buffalo in connection with that of the American 
Normal School Association in 1860. This was a very earnest and 
profitable gathering, and was favored with the presence of several 
distinguished representatives from Canada. Twenty-five names 
were enrolled at this meeting, making a total membership of 
one hundred and seventy persons, representing twenty-five states 
and territories. Among the leading names recorded for the first 
time on this occasion we find those of D. Franklin Wells, of 
Imva, and J. W. McElligott, of ~ew York, now deceased, to-
gether with Frederic A. Sawyer, late U. S. Senator from South 
Carolina; S. H. White, of Illinois; David N. Camp, of Conn.; 
Richard Edwards, of Illinois; and B: G. Northrop, of Conn. 
Messrs. Northrop and White have served as presidents of the 
Associati on. 
It would be a most agreeable task to trace with a reasonable 
approach to minuteness the history of this tr~ly national orga~i­
zation from its humble beginning to the present time, when its 
membership embraces hundreds of persons from every state in 
the Union. But this is sc~rcely practicable in these columns. It 
is to be hoped, however, that the Association itself will take the 
matter in hand, and select a competent historian while yet so 
many who have aided in making its early history remain to tell 
the story. The twentieth anniversary is an appropriate occasion 
for such action, and we trust that the opportunity will not be 
allowed to pass unimproved. At tile Cleveland meeting, in 1870, 
the American Normal School Association, the National Associa-
tion of School Superintendence, and the National Teachers' As-
sociation were consolidated under the present title-ne Na-
tionalEducational Association-including four departments, since 
increased to five. As at present organized, the Association com-
prises the departments of Superintendence, Normal Schools, 
Elementary Schools, Higher Instruction, and Industrial Educa-
tion. The latter department was organized at Minneapolis in 
1875, and held its first meeting at Baltimore in 1.876. The 
General Association holds its sessions in the morning and even-
ing, and the departments in the afternoon of each day, the lat-
ter doing their work in different rooms simultaneously. 
The aims of the Association may be readily inferred from the 
foregoing sketch of its organization. They comprehend every 
possible phase of educational discussion with the practical results 
which must inevitably flow from such deliberations. Its annl!al 
meetings draw together a large proportion of the best educational 
talent of the whole country, and its proceeding!; embody the 
best thoughts of the best minds in every grade of work from the 
kindergarten to the university and the technical school. Thous-
ands of volumes have thus been published under its auspices and 
scattered to every part of the civilized world, giving encourage-
ment and inspiration to tens of thousands who are toiling for 
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the moral and intellectual regeneration of the race. Through 
the direct instrumentality of this Association, the National Bu-
reau of Education was established, and through its influence that 
important agency is still sustained and enabled amid may dis-
couragements to pursue its g.reat work of collecting and diffusing 
infor-mation concerning the condition and progress of.education, 
not only in our own country, but among all the leading nations 
of the earth. It has had great influence in stimulating the or-
ganization of similar local associations in the states and territo-
ries, while it has given aid and encouragement to the thousands 
of individual teachers and school officers, who have from time 
to time come up to its annual gatherings and obtained fresh in-
spiration for the prosecution of their important work. We trust 
and believe that its power for good will go on increasing with its 
years, and that it will continue to mould public sentiment and 
shape public educational measures for generations after its 
founders shall have been gathered peacefully to their fathers, 
when, indeed, they shall rest from their labors and their works 
shall follow them. 
Since the foregoing sketch was written we have received an 
excellent historical notice of the Association, from the pen of 
the indefatigable Secretary, Hon. W. D. Henkle, of Ohio. This 
article is invaluable, as supplying, in a very concise and compact 
form, the leading facts in the history of the organization, and 
forming the basis of the more elaborate paper which we hope 
will be provided for at the forthcoming meeting, and to which 
we have referred ab~ve. 
. The WEEKLY has given considerable space heretofore to the 
discussion of the problem of education in the South. It has 
• aimed to spread before its numerous and intelligent readers an 
extensive array of facts illustrative of the educational condition 
and needs of that section. To the consideration of this subject 
much attention will hereafter continue .to be given, and to this 
end we invite the friends of the South and in the South to 
avail themselves of the columns of this truly national journal to 
present its claims upon the attention of our state.smen and the 
peopl~ <8.t large. Recent events impressively point to the inevi-
table conClusion that popular education must demand a larger 
share in the statesmanship of the country than it ever yet has 
done. When the spirit of disobedience and lawlessness runs riot 
in the wholesale destruction of life and property; when rightful 
authority is defied, when cities are sacked and burned and a 
reign of terror is inaugurated by the hordes of ignorance, vice, 
and crime, it is surely time for statesmen to pause and inquire 
into the' causes of such calamities. It is time for them to com-
prehend that childhood sustains the most intimate relations to 
manhood, and that schools e'lJerywhere, well instructed, well or-
dered, and well disciplined, are the essential prerequisites to a 
well ordered, prosperous, and happy state. This is the simple 
lesson of the hour, and happy' will it be for us if we con it well. 
In the South we have noted many indications of an improved 
sentiment in the direction of educational progress. Among 
other incidents, the recent anniversary exercises of the LeMoyne 
Normal School, at Memphis, Tenn., afford a gratifying evidence 
of fraternal feeling ·between the races, and of an earnest disposi-
tion among the better classes of the white population to aid in 
the moral and intellectual improvement of the colored race. 
This is a training school for colored teachers, a brief history of 
which was g.iven in a recent number of the WEEKLY, from the 
pen of Prof. Steele, its principal. The anniversary ceremonies 
were held in the tasteful Episcopal church near the school. A 
large, very orderly, and attentive audience, including many 
prominent gentlemen of the city, was present. Among them, 
Rev. Dr. George White, Judge q.. P. Foote, and others well 
known and respected, occupied seats with the faculty upon the 
platform. The essays by the graduates, six in number, were 
highly creditable, being written in a clear, simple style, and read 
with precision and a power of voice that render:ed them intelli-
gible in every part of the house. At the close of the exercises 
Rev. Dr. White, and others, addressed the audience, giving as-
surance of their deep interest in the . objects and work of the 
school. These facts are notable as representing a new departure. 
Never, on any similar occasion, has the school received any rec-
ognition from the' leading citizens. The Memphis Ledger, from 
whose account of the exercises we have gleaned some of these 
facts, thus closes its article: 
"The LeMoyne Normal School-is evidently doing a good 
work, and deserves to be encouraged. The strictest. sense of 
morality is inculcated throughout the curriculum, and seems to 
pervade the minds of those who come under the influence of its 
teachings. We will venture now to predict that very few of the 
graduates of this institution will become law-breakers, idlers, or 
useless members of ~he community in which they may live, but, 
on the contrary, wlll do much to ameliorate:; the condition of 
their own race, and earn that respect which is essential to good 
citizenship and to a harmonious and mutual good understanding 
between the two distinctive races at the South." 
The railroad strikes furnish another argument for popular 
education , or rather, three of them. First, better educated men 
would not have listened to the shallow reasoning and violent 
doctrines of the ring-leaders who have stiI?ulated so useless and 
so hopeless ~ strife, with not the railroads me~ely, but with all the 
vested interests of society. Whoever talked mUCh and freely 
with the strikers, had abundant occasion to notice the absence 
of sound reason, and the exceeding narrowness of the views taken 
by them. It was the passionate insurrection of men whose eyes 
had been closed to all the great laws of society, and who were 
maddened by the smart of some felt or fancied personal injury. 
Men of broader views and of clearer heads would have seen 
also that their sufferings were but a segment of that great wave 
of adversity which at this hour covers more than half the globe, 
and which has whelmed in bankruptcy almost a majority of the 
business of the world, withering fortunes as fire shrivels parch-
ment, filling the whole land with the multitudes of those who 
lack both labor and bread. None but very ignorant or very bad 
men would have placed themselves voluntarily in a 'position so 
untenable, so destru ctive to the very interests they sought to 
promote. And ignorance and badness are the twin opposites of 
intelligence or education. 
-----------------
. The second argument is found in the helplessness of the com-
mon laborer. Ignorant laborers necessarily resort to those em~ 
ployments which require little intelligence; and when, in the 
great shifts of trade and industry, their employments become 
over crowded, they have nc other resource than to strug&le 
against each other for the pittance of employment, or to fight 
against their masters and the great market law, that an ()Ver 
supply lessens the pn·ce. 
But the strongest argument for education to be drawn from 
this gigantic uprising of labor against capital is found in the in-
sight it· affords into the grander movements and tendencies of 
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ou'r modern industrial life, aided by the enormous increase of 
capital, and the grand advancements in science. Invention is 
rapidly supplanting human labor in the great staple productions 
likecloth making, and wood and iron fabrications, by the introduc-
tion of machinery . . Every year witnesses the . incoming of new 
machinery of m~re marvelous power and more easy management. 
Labor, driven from its old employments; must constantly adapt 
itself to new and higher work. Steam-driven machinery is in-
vading all the lower levels of industry, driving man up higher. 
And this movement. has of late greatly accelerated its pace, pro-
ducing a double glut,-a glut of goods and of labor. 
The future would look dark for laboring men, were it not that 
the busy brain of man has proved itself equal to all the emer-
gencies of his lot . Witty minds will find new and higher wants, 
and will invent new and higher work to satisfy them. Such is 
the sole possible solution of the labor problem. As fast as in-
vention has set free a battalion of laborers from some common 
employment, they must march higher to some new employ-
ment. No progress were possible in civilization if this did not 
occur. But to reach these new and higher employments, trained 
minds and high intelligence are necessary; and so education 
again comes in with its demand upon the public heart and 
thought. Thus God forces man to school. To remain ignorant 
he must either go back to barbarism, or perish through his own 
too great successes. . G. 
COLLEGIATE EDUCATION FOR WOMEN. 
DR. S. H. CARPENTE~, University of Wisconsin. ' 
COLLEGIATE education for women is practically reduced to the question of the feasibility of what is called co-education. It is evidently impossi-
ble to duplicate all our higher institutions of learning so as to give young wo-
men an equal opportunity with young men; if they are to receive collegiate 
training, it must be through instttutions already established. Several leading 
colleges .have opened the.ir · doors to young women, rather with a view of 
testing tne experiment. than -from a settled conviction that the measure was 
either generally demanded or would prove successful. Sufficient time has 
not elapsed to authorize a definite conclusion. Public sentiment. by which 
young women are more strongly affected than young men. is by no means 
unanimous on this point, and the fact that it is an innovation arrays the con-
servlltive element of society against co-education. 
Since 1873 the University of Wisconsin has ~dmitted young women upon 
equal terms with young men. and I purpose to give the results of our experi-
ence. as an aid in determining the pn?blem. Public sentiment hilS pro-
pounded four questions in reference to the subject of higher education for 
women, o~ co-education. 
I. Do the young women of the country demand higher education in 
sufficient numbers to warrant colleges in making the necessary changes to ad-
mit them? 
2. What will be the moral and social effect up~n both sexes of co.edu~a­
tion? 
3· What will be the physical effect upon young women of attempting 
the regular and severe application that a college course requires? . 
4· Have young women the mental power to successfully prosecute the 
ordinary college course? 
I. The best answer to the first query will be the comparative numbers of 
youPg women in the graduating classes. In 1874 our graduating class num-
bered 41, of whom 15 were young women ; in 1875, 31, of whom 8 were 
young women; in 1876,42, of whom 18 were young women. and in 1877i 
32, of whom 8 were young women. That is, out of 146 graduates. ,49, or 
one.third, were young women. It must be borne in mind t·hat the courses ' 
followed were strictly literary-no provision being made for music, painting, 
and this class of ornamental studies. \Ve think these ligures answer the 
question in ~he affirmative; there is a 'sufficient popular demand to render it 
imperative upon our colleges to provide instruction for young WOll)en. 
2. As to the second query in regard to the social and moral 'effect of co· 
education, it may ·be too early to pronounce a-definite opinion; but so far 'lis 
our experience has gone, it would seem to show that no danger is to be ap-
prehended. At first, the attendance of young women in the class-room wiis 
a nove1ty, and like all novelties served,to distract· attention; but as it ceased 
to be a novelty it ceased to distract attention; and no deleterious effect is 
now visible upon the bearing or studiousness of the class. Certain clianges 
in methods of instruction are necessasy in case of mixed classes., The femi" 
nine mind is quicker in perception, the masculine stronger in reflection. This 
will appear from the table appended. A judicious teacher must take cogni-
zance of this fact. and adapt his -instructions 'to the p'eculiarities of each. 
Cases of discipline have been no more frequent and of no different character 
since the admission of women to our classes, although we have every provo-
cative in the old-time dormitories for both sexes. It has been argued that 
mixed recitations would have a · beneficial effect upon both young ~en and 
women-refilling on the one 'hand and strengthening on the other. We do 
not see any such influence. Classes meet as students, and nothing else. 
3. As to the third inquiry, in regard to the physical result of a steady ap: 
plication to a long course of study. the facts at hand warrant a less confident 
conclusion. Young women have injured their health by study, and so have 
young men. A young woman of delicate health ought not to attempt a col, 
lege course, but there is nothing . in our experience to discourage a young 
woman of usually good health from the attempt. Women are at a great dis: 
advantage in' this respect. They are e~pected to take care of their own 
room, to keep their own wardrobe in repair. if not to make a large part of it; 
also the customs of society demand that she shall ~lress more elaborately and 
change her dress more frequently than her brothers. All this takes time and 
attention from study. It is safe to say that a young woman thus loses, on the 
average, two hours a day. or the time required to prepare one recitation. The 
first reform that is needed in higher female education is in this direction. 
There is one other disadvantage; boys, in vacation, by some active employ~ 
ment, or yet more active recreation, recover from the effects of their conlin'e-
ment during term-time. Young women are condemned to make the vacation. 
but a prolongation of the physical inaction of term-time, or even to increase 
the nervous depression or irritat.ion occasic;med by study, by a round of fash-
ionable dissipations th~t speedily exhausts the already over-taxed energies. 
Study requires quiet and concentration, to which nothing can be more' op-
posed than the excitement and frivolity of society. We do not believe that, 
as a general rule, the studies of a college course are too severe for women; 
but i~ must be evident that they cannot answer the demands of a college, 
course. in addition to the . burdensome 'demands of society. It is said by ' 
some that women cannot study continuously wi.th safety; but as a compensa-
tion they study ~ore rapidly and learn more readily, owing to the superiority 
of their perceptive faculties; this is one of nature's compensations. 
4. In reply to the fourth inquiry. we give the following table. compiled 
from the cards of one of our graduating classes. The columns of classified 
studies cOlllain the ligures for the last three years.; the last column gives the. 
average for the whole course. The course selected for comparison is the 
Scientific. which most of the women pursued. Rhetoric and history we're 
so cOll).bined with other studies on the cards as to present the ' appearance of 
only three studies: 
WOMEN. 
.~'Ji ri ri rJ .~ ~ j ~ ~ .ri'g '0_." i:-] 
• , ~~ ~~ tIlu .. g ;~~ uo~ J. ~~.. - --- ll: ~ . ~"'!l ~ r ~ <i:I: 
::;: j 3l ::;: . ~ 
I .......... , ..... .... ....... .. .. ... 94143 ~~~ 91~ ~ 
.......... ............ .. .......... 93 714 94 400 91 4.8 86 857 88 000 91 875 
3 .. .. .... · ...... ·.......... . ..... 91 S71 9' 666 8. 857 '79 4. 8 8q 333 ~8 475 
4· ................... .. · .... ....... 93 571 93 333 8, 143 80 4.8 88 000 88 575 
5 ...................... ;........... 88 ,8S 79 "0 86 428 83 .8s .88 666 8S 141 
6.. ................. .............. 9941 75147 95 000 91 143 9' 571 93 666 94600 
7 .................. .......... ; ..... ; 8 88 000 86 143 8g 143 ' 88 000 . 88 666 
::::A~'lJ:;;e=r~alf'~e~ .. ~ ..~ .. ;;; ... ~ .. ~ ..~· .. = .. = ..;·1 ~9.~55~1~ 91 183 87 713 86285 8g 618 . 9" 237 
MEN. 
I . •••••••• : .... . . . ....... ....... .. . 
2 .•••. ••• •••. • . .....•• .•• •. .•..••• · 
3· ........ • .. • .......... • .. •• .... .. 
4 .. ··, .... ·, ·· .......... • .. • .. • .... •• 
5· .. • ........ •• .... • ........ •· .. .. • 
6 ....... .......................... , 
L::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
9···· .......... ·, .. ·,' .......... · .. · 
10 ••• • •••• • ......... . ......... . .... . 
II ............. .. ...... . ...... ·· ·. 
J2 ••••• •••••••••• ~ ••• •• •••• • •• •• ••• 
Averagel ................. .. . 










97 71 4 
9" 357 
91 16S 
78 333 83 000 ' 8g 285 84 333 86 350 
83. 433 86 571 8 •• 85 84 000 87 9So 
92 866 ' 8g .85 91 '8S 91 666 91 3'5 
9" 000 79 .85 78 000 85 666 84 9'S 
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91 333 78 143 84 571 84 666 87 675 
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These figures give some interesting results. I. The average of the young 
women is slightly above the class average, while that of the young men is 
slightly below. 2. Both reach their highest average in mathematics. 
3. The young women. are comparatively lowest in sciences and metaphysics, 
while the young men are comparatively highest in the same-metaphysics be 
ing the only class of studies in which the m en rank above the class average. 
The general avex:age of the Classical section of the graduating class was 
. 88.690-bei~g below the average of the Scientific. 
We think this table sufficiently answers the fourth interrogatory. 
HERBERT SPENCER ON EDUCATION BY LAW. 
Prest. GEORGE F. MAGOUN, Iowa College. 
THE metaphysician of evolution is so constantly quoted in certain quarters . on almost all subjects that turn up for di;Scussion, that it looks a little 
strange that his views on education by law are never referred to. They are 
given in Appleton's edition of his "Social Statics," pp. 304-306, and pp. 361-
390. The first passage is a brief and rather lively dialogue in a chapter on 
"Limits of State Duty," and the second is a special chapter by itself on "Na-
tional Education," (all state or legally authorized education in England, be-
ing national, i_ e., authorized and paid for by Act of Parliament). 
In the dialogue he makes a citizen complain of increase of taxes, which 
the government explains is occasioned by the "new school houses and the 
salaries of masters and mistresses." The citizen replies that he never author-
ized anybody to charge the cost of them to him, and may prefer to educate 
his children himself to having Parliament do It for him. He is told by the 
government that he must pay the new tax or forfeit its protection. But he 
objects that government has no right to diminish his freedom to exercise his 
faculties (by taking his money) save so far as is necessary to preserve the 
freedom of all. By a series of questions and answers, Spencer brings out the 
conclusion that in taking his money when not so necessary, government is an 
aggressor where it is appointed to be a protector. And he goes on to show 
that educating by the state is really founded on '''the expediency· philosophy" 
which teaches that government "ought not only to guarantee men in the un-
molested pursuit of their happiness, but should provide the happiness for them 
and deliver it at their doors." It runs logically into the communist plan of 
"doing everything for every body." Tax-paid teachers and tax-bought town· 
libraries and museums would be consistently followed, Spencer thinks, by 
national lecturers, a priesthood of science, with a priesthood of physic also 
supported by the state, as the clergy of the Established Church are now. It 
all grows out of what M. Guizot called the delusive behef in "the sovereign 
power of political machinery." It is the creed of "creation menders," who 
"would improve on the Divine arrangements," and "supersede -the great laws 
of existence," etc., etc. 
In the chapter on National Education, Spencer maintains that "the taking 
away, by government, of more of a man's property than is needful for main. 
taining his rights is an infringement of his rights." It would take too much 
space to exhibit his argument to show, on the other hand, that no -rights of 
children are violated when government declines to educate them. He holds 
that it is just as much bound to give them physical food as intellectual. He 
combats the Idea of Stuart Mill that government will secure a better article 
in education than parents for their own children, and that of Macaulay and 
Miss Martine!,-u that education dimmishes crime. He thinks that the statis-
tics of England and France disprove this lait position, and that intellectual 
education has no such moral effect as is ascribed to it. He also argues that 
the state cannot educate some at all, save by uneducating others. Gep.eral 
conclusions: "the alleged right to education at the hands of the state is unten-
able; first, as logically committing its supporters to other claims too absurd 
(or consideration; and again, as being incapable of definition." 
The whole tone of the discussion is English, and has in view an aristocrat· 
ic governing class who compose the state, as in England. As against any ed· 
ucation of the people by the people it does not stand, nor was it framed to 
stand. The idea of the duty of government to ilself, or th.e necessity under 
which a self governing people is of seeing to it that any education at all is 
given to -the citizen, as sharing in the government, is not recognized. To edu· 
cate for the safety of the state-the people who f~rm the state educating them· 
selves, or securing its being done, even Iwer so little, to make the state secure 
-seems to be something which has not dawned on Spencer's mmd. 
Such an education, necessary and sufficient to protect republicanism, which 
maintains the rights of every man whose property pays for maintaining it, 
taki~g ftom him only what is needful for this end, cannot be such an infringe· 
ment of his rights as Spencer asserts. If the govern~ent in. any way infring· 
es upon individual rights, a tax to support it in so doing would make a two· 
fold infringement. But a school tax which goes no farther obviously than to 
make republican goven\ment secure, which pays for just that which does 
make it secure, is just as obviously nothing of the sort. It is a very different 
thing from giving men luxuries by taxation or even physical food; it is 
simply giving sustenance to the republican state. It is a very different thing 
from "doing every thing for every body;" it is simply doing one indispensa· 
ble thing, not for any body on the ground of Itis claims upon tltf slalf, but for 
the state itself on the ground of its claims upon each and all to be allowed to 
support itself. As a necessitr 19 all, it is under this necessity of having all 
educated so as to know what a republican state, existing for all, is. 
Only in one point does this sophistical Englishm"an ever approaclt the 
American argument for a school law. He claims that if the state educates 
"it must first form to itself a definite conception of a pattern citizen, and hav-
ing done this, must elaborate such system of discipline as seems best calculat· 
ed to produce citizens after that pattern. This system of discipline it is bound 
to enforce to the uttermost. ...... As from the proposition that government 
(i. f _ national government) ought to teach religion, there springs the other 
proposition that government must decide what is religious truth, and how it is 
to be taught; so the assertion that government ought to educate necessitates 
the further assertion that it shall say' what education is, and how it shall be 
conducted. And the same ri;,id popery which we found to be a logical 
consequence in the one case, follows in the other also." 
But if the sta~e educates for its own protection, it need not form any such 
"conception of a pattern citizen." One who is very far below that character 
may be sufficiently intelligent and well meaning as a citizen for its safety. 
Not holding the proposition that the state ought to teach religion at all, nor 
that it ought to teach a great many other valuable things, the American who 
votes for a school system is by no means obliged to hold that the state shall 
decide ho~ education at large-all sorts and grades of education-shall be 
conducted. No educational "popery" follows as "a lOgical consequence" at 
all. Men may advocate common schools on this arbritrary theory; but it is 
certainly not the American theory. _Men may bold that the state should sus. 
tain the best possible common schools, and by normal instruction furnish the 
best possible teachers for them, without holding that the state should build up 
an immense "system of discipline" on monarchical principles for producing 
"pattern citizens" after its "conception." In a republic no such conception 
could ever be imposed upon the people by the government, nor is it necessary 
to the argument for public schools to admit the phantasy. 
Spencer's argument, then, falls to the ground if brought into opposition to 
the American common school, which stands on e!ltirely different footing. 
PRIMARY ARITHMETIC. 
Miss MARY F. HALl., State Normal School, Potsdam, N. Y. 
A PAPER on ",!?rimary Arithmetic," in a March number of the WEEKLY, begins with the very true statement, that "rows of fi2'llres to the 
chIld are like mountain ranges to the traveler in a strange country." As 
something may be gained by a comparison of methods, like Elihu, the son of 
Barachel the Buzite, I also will show mine opinion upon this subject, by 
giving briefly, in outline, what may be done to make paths for the young 
traveler in this "strange country" of primary arithmetic. . 
The work to be done with beginners in arithmetic may be grouped thus: 
I. Teach the valtlts and the namlS, one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, 
eight, nine. 
2. Teach the group of ten; apply the preceding terms to groups of ten-
then teach the orders "hundreds" lmd "thousands" in the same way. 
3. Combine the two preceding kinds of knowledge, thus enabling children 
to tell any number as far up in the decimal scale as they have learned the 
orders. 
4. Teach how to express all numbers by figures. 
OUTLINE OF WORK TO BE DONE IN TEACHING THE ABOVE. 
I. When the little claSs of beginners appears before the teacher for the 
first arithmetic lesson, evidently the first thing to be done is to ascertain what 
knowledge the class possesses. Suppose we have tested such a class, and 
results show that the class knows the numbers one, two, three, and fOllr, so 
that they can apply these terms unerringly under all possible circumstances; 
but that here the limit of their knowledge of number is reached. 
We now proceed to teach "five." Since the class knows thoroughly one, 
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two, three, and four, they know all the different par~s that ma.ke up the five; THE NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION. BRIEF SKET~H OF ITS HISTORY. 
W. D. HENKLE, Salem, Ohio. 
we can therefore present two objects, with three of the same ~md,. or I,our and 
one of the same kind; as the lattter is the simpler we begm wllh It. The 
teacher presents five balls, asking first what she has, and then IlO!U lIla~ty balls 
she has. As the term five is unknown, the answer to the latter questIOn can 
only be in equivalent terms that the children know, as "four balls and one 
ball." The class decides as to the correctness of the answer, and the term 
five is given as the equivarent of " four and one," or "one more than four. " 
Teacher now exercises upon the five, until the class can select a group of fiv e 
things or select five things with any arrangement of the 'units making up the 
fi 'In a similar manner teach the succeeding numbers, after which, if the ve. , 
teacher wishes, she can teach ~lie sym~ols .or figures . which ,express these 
values. If the children are quite young, It Will be better sometimes to defer 
teaching the characters I, 2, 3, etc., until a later stage of the work. 
When a child has acquired the knowledge described above, he has really 
(if this knowledge is wisely used by the teacher as the foundation of lIew 
work), made a great advance in number; as these terllls apply over and 
over again to the different orders employed in our notation . The applicatiotl 
of each number as a number is the same under all circttlllstmzces. The thing 
or units, or kinds of units that are numbered by thes,:: terms, constantly differ; 
but the number itself is not at all changed in its character by its application; 
for example, "seven " means always a collection of seven things or units; 
but these units may be "balls" or "oranges," "apples " or "marbl es," 
" ones," "tens," "hundreds," or "thousands," and the seven is unchanged 
in Its character, by the character or value of the things or units numbered. 
Evidently, then, the next unknown thing in number is the different orders to 
which these terms " one," "two," "three," etc. apply, and the time of the 
children will be saved, as well as much fruitless and wearying effort on their 
part, if we proceed to teach at once the: principle of grouping, or the orders, 
THE, history of the National Educatio~al Assoc~ation na:tur~lly divides itself into two periods, the first extendlllg from Its orgamzahon to 1870, 
in which period the Association was known as the Nationar Teachers' Asso· 
ciation, and the second from 1870 to the present time. The Association was 
originally intended to be exclusively professional, no person belllg eligible, to 
membership who was not actually engaged in the work of teaching, or in 
editing an educational journal, his membership ceasing when he abandon· 
ed teaching or editing. Until 1866 ladies were not eligible to membership; 
they could be elected, however, as honorary members. In 1863, on motion of 
the writer, and in 1866, on motion of S. H. White, all the ladies enrolled at 
Chicago and Indianapolis respectively were made honorary members. At the 
Indianapolis meeti'hg, the clause just refem,d to in reference to cessation of 
membership was stricken from the constitution, 
2. Teaching the orders, tens, hundreds, etc.-First teach the value and the 
term ten, just as we have taught the preceding tenns five, six, etc.; using for 
this as well as for the succeeding work balls, beans, or the more convenient 
bundles of sticks furnished by some of the makers of school apparatus. 
After this work is done, the children are informed that we will hereafter 
speak of a group of ten things as "a ten," or "o~e ten." The teacher now ' 
presents ' two bundles of ten sticks, and the childrell ,call them two tens. 
Similarly he appl ies to the tens all the numbers known. [Observe that the 
children have the real knowledge of numbers from one thing to oue hundred 
things. We do not stop now, however, to combine what is known, and form 
all these numbers, because we wish further to emphasize this principle of 
grouping members, by teaching at least the orders" hundred " and "thous· 
and"]. When the class can apply well all the numbers up to ten, to the 
order of tens, the teacher presents ten bundles of ten sticks each, which 
the children number as "ten tens (of sticks)." The term hundred is now 
given, the children tell the tens in it, and the ones it contains; after which 
they find three hundred, four hundred, etc., telling what is meant by each 
number. Continue the drill until the class can find or name any number of 
t~ns, or of hundreds, then teach "thousands," and drill thoroughly on all the ' 
orders. 
3. Combinations.-The teacher has now only to present different groups 
together, when the class will at once' name the number of things. At first 
" they ,,,ill name the numbers by keep~ng the orders distinct. Thus:" Two 
hundred, five tens; six ones" of balls, and it is best to have them do so un· 
til the orders and their valnes are clearly known, when they will easily ,get 
the abbreviated form, "two hundred fifty·six" balls. 
A very few days' time will accomplish the preceding work. The children 
being able to name in a surprisingly short space of time any number which 
can be made by a combination of the orders taught them. 
A· After ' the class can n;ine at sight the number of things presented to 
them rapidly by the teacher, m~nifestly they have the clearest possible prepa· 
ration for the written expression of numbers. ' We teach first t use of the 
characters, I, 2, 3, etc.; then, the place these figures are to occupy when 
they mean ones, tens, or hundreds, etc. Further suggestion on this point is 
not within the limits of this brief article. 
The method given above obviates the necessity of teaching separately and 
independently every separate number, eleven, twelve, etc., etc.~ which plan 
consumes a large amount of time, requires much plodding on the part of the 
children, and falls in the end of securing a sound knowledge of numbc:r, with 
a sharp, clear idea of expressing it decimally. How often our teaching of 
numbers serves but to create a sort of haze or maze of digits about the young 
pupil with which he aimlessly struggles for years, i~ a common observation. , 
In IR70, at Cleveland, the Association was reorganized as the National 
Educational Association, receiving within its jurisdiction two other associa· 
tions, namely, the American Normal School Association, and the National 
Association of School Superintendents, which had previously held meetings 
separately, although in some years their meetings werc: held in the same city 
in which the National Teachers' Association was held, and in the same week. 
Th(} Cleveland meeting ushered in a new era for the Associ~tion. The pro-
ceedings previously had been published only in pamphlet form: From 1870 
inclusive, they have been publi;hed in substantial bound octavo volumes. 
The volume for 1870 contains 222 pages, the first 88 being devoted to the , 
American Normal School Association. In addition to the 222 pages there 
are 38 pages devoted to the Central College Association, which held its s,ec· 
ond annual session in Oberlin, August 23,24, 25, 1870. Subsequent volumes 
contained only the proceedings of the National Educational Association, in 
which were established four departments called the department of School 
Superintendence, t~e department of Normal Schools, the department of Ele· 
mentary Schools, and the department of Higher Instruction. In 1875 a depart· 
ment of Industrial Education was added. 
Six meetings have been held since the reorganization of the Association as. 
follows: In St. Louis, August 22, 23, 24, 1871, proceedings published in 
a volume of 236 pages; in Booton, August 6, 7, 8, 1872, pro~eedings 
published in a volume of 287 pages; in Elmira, August 5. 6, 7, 1873, 
proceedings published in a volume of 272 pages; in Detroit, Augl}St 4, 5, 6, 
1874, proceedings published in a volume of 305 pages; in Minneapolis, 
August 3,4, 5, 1875, proceedings publi~hed in a volume of 195 pages; 
in Baltimore, July io, II, 12, 1876, proceedings published in a volume of 
308 pages. In December last there were for sale, in the hands of the treas· 
urer, 53 volumes of 1872, 228 o[ 1873, 176 of 1874, and 60 of 1875". The 
number left of 1876 will be reported at Louisville at the coming' meeting. 
These volumes will be sent by mail postpaid for $2.00 each, except for 1875, 
which win-be sent for $1.75 each. The Cleveland volume was published in 
Washington; the St . . Louis in New York; the Boston and Elmira at Peoria, 
Ill.; the Detroit at Worcester, ,Mass., and the Minneapolis and Baltimore ' at 
Salem, Ohio. 
It may be of interest for the reader to know the ' extent of the pamphlets 
published by the National TeacherS' Association. The meetings were held 
as follows : In Cincinnati, August II, 12, 1858, proceedings published at 
Albany, in a pamphlet of 62 pages; in Washington, August 10, II, 12, 
1859, proceedings published at Washington, in a pamphlet of 20 pages; in 
Buffalo, August 8, 9, 10, 1860, proceedings published at Georgetown, in a 
pamphlet of 82 pages ; ,in Chicago, Augus! 5,6,7,1863, proceedings published 
at Hartford in a pamphlet of '127 pages; in Ogdensburg, August 10, II, 12, 
1864, proceedingS published at Hartford, in a pamphlet of 70 pages; in Har 
risburg, August 16,17, 18, 1865, proceedings published at Hartford, in a 
pamphlet of 107 pages; in Indianapolis, Augnst 15,16,17, 1866, proc~ed­
ings published at Albany, in a pamphlet of 139 pages, with 16 additional 
pages containing the ~on. Jas. A. Garfield's congressional speech on a bill to 
establish a National Bureau of Education; in Nashville, August 19, 20, 
1868, proceedings published at Baltimore, in a pamphlet of 63 pages; in 
Trenton, August 18, i9" 20, 1869, publishd in a pamphlet of 36 pages, 
to which is added 19 pages, containing the proceedings of the' Ass<?ciation of 
School Superintendents at Washington, in March, 1870, with a ' paper on - • 
School Statistics by the writer. The pamphlets published at Hartford formed 
part of Barnard's American Journal of LEduc at ion. Several.of the pamphlets 
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are made up in part of the proceedings of the National School Superintend-
ent's Association, and the American Normal School Association, 
The following give some facts as to the officers. Each yt:ar' twelve vice-
presidents were elected except at Nashville, when only eleven were elected. 
Only the first vice-president is named in the list given below. The number 
of counsellors at any meeting shows, until 1870 inclusive, how many states, 
territorries, and districts were represented at the previous meeting, After 
that time, the number of counsellors is two in excess of the representation of 
the previous year, because each year there have ,been two counsellors at large 
elected. 
. Cinctnnati, (18S8)-Z . Richards, D . C., Pres t.; H . C. Hickok, Pa., Sec.; T . M. Cann, 
Del., Treas .; rr. W. Valentine, New York, Vice~Prest.; 1,1 Counsellors. 
Was"ington, {IBS9)-A. J. Rickoff, Ohio Prest,; J . W. Bulkley, New York, Sec,; C . 
S, Pennell, Mo., Treas.; T . W. Va lentine , New York. V,ce-Prest.; IS Counsellors, 
Buffalo, (IB60)-J. W. Bulkley, New York. Prest.; Z, Richards, D, C, Treas.; O . C. 
Wight, D . C., lreas.; T. W. Valentine, New York, Vice-Prest.; 17 Counsellors. 
Clt;ical{o, (IB63)-J. D , P.hilbrick.l. Mass., Prest .; J ames ~ruikshank, New York, Sec,; 
O. C. Wight. D. C" Treas,. Wm. Koberts, Pa., V,ce-Prest.. IB Counsellors, 
Ogdensburg". (IB64)-W. H. Wells. Ill. . Prest. ; D. N . Camp, Conn" Sec.; Z . Richards, 
Treas.; Richard Edwards, Ill. VIce-Prest.: 18 Counsellors. 
Harrisburg", (IB65)-S, S. Greene, R . 1.. Prest. ; W . . E. Sheldon, Mass .• Sec,; Z, Rich-
ards, Treas.; Richard Edwards, Ill., Vice-Prest.; 19 Counsellors. 
Indianapolis, {I B66)-J. P. Wickersham,. Pa./... Prest,; S . H . White, Ill., Sec.,; S. p , 
Bates, Pa., Treas.; Richard Edwards, Ill., vice-.t'rest.; 20 Counsellors. 
Nashvill., (1868)-J, M, Gregory, Ill.. Prest.; L. Van Bokkelen, Md" Sec.; J , Cruik-
shank, Treas.; D. Stevenson, Ky., Vice-Prest.; 17 Counsellors. 
Trenton, ~186g )-L. Va n Bokkelen. Md., Prest.; W. E . Crosby, Ohio. Sec.; J. L. Bar-
ber D. C., ~reas.; J, W, Bulkley, Vice-Prest,; '7 Counsellors. . 
Clroeland, (1870)-D . B. Hagar, Mass., Prest.; A. P. Marble, Mass., Sec. ; W. E . Crosby, 
Iowa. l'reas.; Emily A . Rice Mass., Vice-Prest.; 20 Counsellors. 
St, Louis, (IB71)-J. L , Pickard. Ill., Prest.; W , E . Crosby, Iowa, Sec.; John Hancock, 
Ohio, T reas,; E . E. White, Ohio. Vice-Prest.; 27 Counsellors. 
Boston, {IB12)-E. E. White. Ohio. Prest. ; S. H. White, Ill.,Sec.; John Hancock, Ohio, 
Treas.; \'\:. F. Phelps, Minn., Vice-Prest.; 27 COlll'lsellors . 
Elmira, {IB73)-Il. G. Northrop, Conn., Pres l.; S . H , White, Ill., Sec. ; John Hancock, 
IlL, Treas.; N . 'Batcman, 111., Vice-Prest. ; 28 Counsellors. 
Detroit, {IB74)-S. H, White, Ill., Prest.; A. P. Marble. Mass ., Sec. ; J ohn Hancock, 
111. , Treas.; Dr. James McCosh , New Jersey, Vice.Prest.; 31 Counsellors. 
Minneapolis, (IB74)-W. T , Ha'rris. Mo ., Prest.; W . R , Abbol, Va" Sec.; A , p, Mar-
ble, Treas .; C. S. Venable, Va., Vice· Prest.; 28 Counsellors. 
Baltimor •• (IB76)-W. F, Phelps,. Minn., Prest,; W. D. Henkle. Ohio. Sec.; A, P. Mar-
ble, Treas ,; D . Il , Hagar, Vice-Prest.; 23 Counsellors , '. . 
Louisville, (IB17)-M. A, Newell, Md., Prest,; W. D , Henkle, OhlO,Sec.; J,O. WIlson, 
D. C., Treas.; John Hancock, V,ce-Pres t.; 30 Counsellors. . 
There are two Life-Directors of the Association, S. H. White and W. F . 
Phelps, and sixty-fonr life-members, and besides ladies not named in the pro-
ceedings, there are fifty-four honorary members. . 
It may be well before closing this meager sketch to say that the National 
Teachers' Association originated from a circular, dated May IS, 1857, and 
signed by the presidents of the State Teachers' Associations of ten states, 
namely, J. W. Valentine, N. Y.; D. B, Hagar, Mass,; W. T. Lucky, Mo.; 
J. Tenney, N. l;l.; J. C. May, Ind.; W. Rob'erts, Pa.; C. Pease, Vt.; D. 
Franklin Wells, la.; A. C. Spicer, Wis., and S. Wright, Ill., calling on the 
'teachers of the United States to meet in Philadelphia, Aug. 26, 1857, to 
organize' such an association. At that meeting, James L. Enos, editor of the 
"Voice of Iowa," was chosen 'temporary chairman, and Wm. C. Sheldon, 
Mass., secretary. The constitution was drafted by D. B. Hagar of Massa-
chusetts, J. R. Challen, of Indiana, and T. J. Cann, of Georgia. The 
numbt:r of teachers "enrolled at the organization meeting was 38, distributed 
as follows: New York, 3; Massachusetts 2; Iowa I; Indiana I; Illinois 2; 
Pennsylvania 18; Missouri I ; Delaware 6; Georgia I; Maryland I; South 
Carolina I, and District of Columbia 1. Out of this small beginning has 
grown the National Educational Association, probablr the most influential 
body, of the kmd in the world. It is hoped that its power and influence. will 
yet be vastly increased. 
SCHOOL ECONOMY. 
VI.-TARDINESS . . 
H. B. BUCKRAM. 
SIXTH.-A device which involves no trick may assist in preventing tar-diness. The most entertaining boys' or girls' book to be found m ' y be 
read, little by little, in the morning. The teacher, if he have-as all should 
have-some knowledge of philosophy anti chemistry, may perform some 
~imple experiment,just before, if not just a~ter school opens, or may show some 
object of curiosity and answer questions about it. He may sing a song, if he is a 
singer, or may draw. a picture on the blackboard. He may, for ten minutes 
before school begins, teach something which children will take to with zest, 
but which do~s not properly come into school hours in many places, as cahs-
thenics, music, drawing. The lesson of most generaUnterest may come first, 
or the class which those who are tardy will be the least willing to miss. In a 
school in,which the general habit is bad in this respect, I would make every 
arrangement tend to interpose some check, or to hold out some inducement, 
or to make the bad_habit come directly home as a loss or an inconvenience. 
I would make school more attractive and p~easant to the punctual ones than 
the tardy. 
Seventh.-I would, in some such districts as I am thinking of, call for the 
children and hurry them to school. Parents and children both would under-
stand that you were resolute in your endeavors to have all present; if you 
should do this in the right way and in the proper instances, they would not be 
displeased, but rather gratified, atthe interest you would show. You need not 
take the children to school as a constable would take prisoners; you would 
rather take them as a friend would take a friend. You would do this as a " 
precaution against tardiness, not as a punishment for a fault. Sometimes, 
Willie, of a former paper, might pleasantly call for Johnny, and hurry him 
along, and Johnny and Willie might very soon enter into a competition which 
should go for the other, or which should get to school before the other. All 
the punctual ones might be, in one way or another, pressed into service against 
the delinquents. 
Eighth.-I have a notion that a country school teacher . might get the pa-
rents and older pupils, at least, together in the school-house, some. evening 
early in th«;. term, and make a plain, candid; effective statement of this matter 
of tardiness, and some others, giving consequences to school and results in 
habits of pupils of absence and tardiness, and exhorting all , as he would 
have a right to do, to aid in all proper efforts to make the school worth double 
what it otherwise would be, by regular and prompt attendance. I have a no-
tion that such an effort might be made at a neighborhood tneeting, gathered 
to hear the master read some selections, and the school have a" bout at spell-
ing," and might do great good. The people would think more of the mas-
ter, and both would understand each other better, and work more in harmony. 
As one of the hopeful points of attack upon tardiness, it might, in some pla-
ces, be worth trying. 
These suggessions, which I supposed I should finish in two papers, have ex-
tended to six, without exhausting the topic. Not a word has been said spe-
cially for village schools, though some of these remarks would apply to them; 
a separate paper will be given to them. 1£ anyone says I have given no 
specific for tardiness, the reply is, I did not intend to give any; I do not be-
lieve in educational specifics; school difficulties are not to be met by a pre-
scription, nor by a book full of prescriptions, but each must be met and over-
come according to its circumstunces, and in the way the teacher in charge can 
use best. The treatment of each case depends on the case considered with 
reference to both teacher and pupil. I might fail in using another's precise 
method, and I have none to make over.to another for his use. 
If anyone says that these suggestions make much harder work of tardiness 
than keeping every tardy pupil after school, to make up, or standing him for 
a given time in the corner, to think of his offenses or to make his legs ache, I 
assert, I believe in making school-teaching a daily study and work. Here is 
a wrong habit to be overcome, or a right one to be formed; this is, of neces-
sity, a work of time, .of patience, of expedients. The wisest teacher, the one 
of most experience, can not do it without these conditions. And the result, 
viz.: the habit of punctuality, is worth the pains. The teacher may congratu-
late himself if he succeeds through these in the majority of instances, fo~ 
1I0me will not yield to his, or any, efforts. 
I must say once more that the main value is t() be secured to the pupil, and 
not to the school'. It is good for the latter, but of more account to the for-
mer. Indeed, the school works in this as in all other things, jor the pupil's 
sake. The teacher should say, and act in the spirit of his words when he say'~ 
to the pupil, "Your tardiness affects you far more than it does me; .r ca~ 
put up with it with less,or more personal inconvenience; if that were all, It 
would not be worth my while to take half the trouble I do; it is for your own 
sake that I insist on your being punctual; the school regulation looks beyond 
the schod to all your future life; you think I am hard in being so strict now, 
but you would blame me more by and by, if I sh~uld be lax now." 
ORIGIN OF THE ARABIC NUMERALS. 
Prof. T. BURKITT WEBB, Illinois Industrial University. 
I~ the Popular Science Monthly for April, we find an article with the above title. In such a journal statements should be somewhat authorita-
tive, but this struck ns as giving internal evidence of a lack in this respect, 
which we will freely own false wj tness should the correctness of the article 
become evident. 
The authorities which we have interrogated do not support the writer in 
the theory worked out with such rectangular exactness, which is briefly this: 
In the beginning the Orientals nsed the proper number of straight strokes for 
" 
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each numeral, having learned to count upon their fingers and thumbs. These 
marks were arranged in certain forms, the modific~tions of which are our 
Arabic numerals. Their figure one was therefore a vertical stroke; figure 
two like a z, being two horizontal marks with a sloping connection; figure 
three, three horizontal marks with curved connections; 'figure four, a square, 
or like our 4, etc., etc.; figure eight, two squares, c:me ovt;r the other, but 
figure seven having very little resemblance to our present character; the ~ero , 
a circle indicating that in counting ten, the figures and thumbs had been nsed 
once around. 
Brande's Dictionary ' of Science, Literature and Art says that the origin is 
unknown, and that the constructioll_ of the system implies a high degre.e of 
civilization at the time of its invention , 
Webster's Dictionary says that the characters were originally the initial 
letters of the S.lr.skrit names for the nine digits, and that the cipher was 
originally a dot. 
The Encyclopedia Britanica claims that the use of the nine digits and a 
cioher in India can be traced back to the seventh, or possibly the fifth century, 
a~d was then no novelty, the Hindoos ascnbing to them a supernatural ori-
gin. The earliest examples being a species of Sanskrit numerals, the characters 
have since passed through a great 'variety of forms. 
In the" Handbuch der Sanskritspraclu," von Theodore Benfey, it is stated 
that t\iey ar~ derived from the first letter or letters of the Sanskrit numeral 
words, and both words and characters are gIven. In some of them such 
derivation seems quite apparent, and some could easily change to our present 
forms-o and 3 requiring no changc. 
The English Cyclopedia says there are three simple and obvious modes Of 
constructing symbols of number. I. By arbitrary invention. 2. By the 
choice of letters of the alphabet. 3. By a system of repetitions of a single 
unit, as I , 1[, III, etc., with marks of abbreviation. Also, that it is not 
known that we can assign to the Indian numerals any other origin than the 
first, though the old manuscript forms of the symbols we now use for one, 
two, three, four, and eight can be explained with reasonable probabIlity on 
the third principle, but not five, six , seven, and nine. It also favors the ex-
planation of the Roman system by the third method, and refers to Leslie's 
Philosophy of Arithmetic for a full statement of the theory. According to 
this the ten was originally ten vertical marks with a dash across them to 
keep them togdher, which was then abbreviated to one vertical mark and a 
cross· mark, or to an X; the upper half of this letter, or V, was then taken tn 
represent five . 
The evidence seems then to be in favor of the derivation of our Arabic 
numeral characters from' the Sanskrit names for the numerals, and of con_ 
sidering the Roman system as the legitimate representation of the system of 
derivation from straight marks. 
The Japanese numerals also show some evidence of the third derivation, 
thus: one, a horizontal mark; two, two marks, one over the olher; three, 
three marks; four, like two, with lour short vertical marks connecting the 
horizontal strokes; five does not show it so clearly, and ten is a cross like a 
ing's endeavors to prevent the proposed legislation on the text-book question 
during the last session of the Legislature. , 
Respectfully submitted, , 
. A. EARTHMAN, 
ALEX. KERR, 
G, S. ALBEE, 
Committee. 
After some discussion in which the third section of the report was strongly 
endorsed by leading members of the Association, the report was unanimously 
adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Phelps, it wa~ voted that in case of any attempt at text-
book legislation at the next session of the Legislature, the~e resolutions be 
transmitted to that body in a communication signed by the President and 
Secretary of the Association. 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 1877-
THE seventeenth annual meeting of the National Educational A~socia~ion will be held at Louisville, Ky., on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 
the 14th, 15th, and 16th of August, 1877. The General Association will meet 
in Liederkranz Hall at 10 o'clock on Tuesday morning, at 9 o'clock on 
Wednesday and Thurday' mornings, and at 8 o'clock every evening. The 
several departments ,will meet daily, in the afternoon, in"such rooms and at 
such hours as, after consultation, shall be announced at the . first session of the 
General Association. 
PROGRAMME. 
TUESDA Y, IO O'CLOCK, A. M. 
Gmeral Association. 
I. Opening Prayer; Rev .. J. L : Burrows, D. D. 
2 . Address of Welcome; Mayor Jacobs. Response. 
3. President's Annual Address. Discussion. Appointment oi Committees. 
Miscellaneous Business. 
TUESDA Y AFTERNOON. 
Departmmt of School Superintendence. 
I. Report of Committee on City Forms of School Reports. 
2. Report of Committee on State Forms of School Reports. 
3. Report of Committee on Paris Exposition. 
4. Appointment of CommIttee on Nomination of Officers of the Department. 
I : Opening 
Mo. 
Departml!nt 0/ Normal Schools. 
Address; 'Louis Soldan, Principal, Normal School, St. Louis, 
2. Paper. The Range and Limits of Normal School Work; Edward C. 
Hewett, President Illinois State Normal University. 
3. Discussion. Should Normal Schools be Exclusively Professional Schools. 
4. Appointment of Commiltee on Nomination of Officers of the Depart-
ment. 
• Dl!partmmt of Elementary Schools. 
I. Op,ening Address; Hon. H. A. M. Henderson, Vice-President, State Su-
perintendent, Kentucky. 
2 . Paper. The English Language' in Elementary Training; Prof. Z. Rich-
ards, Washington, D. C. 
3. Paper. Moral Training in Schools; Rev. R. H . Rivers, D. D., Pulaski, 
Tenn. 
plus slgll. Such a derivation would seem more likely for the lower values 
than.for thQse requiring from six to ten marks, and we see no reason why the 4. 
whole system should be derived in one way, especially in a language whose , 
words are represented by arbitrary signs. 
Appointment of Committee on Nomination of Officers of the Department. 
I . Paper. 
lege. 
Department pf Highl!r bzstructiolt. 
The Class System; Presi,dent Noah Porter, LL. D., Yale , Col-
THE TEXT-BOOK QUESTION IN WISCONSIN, 
REPORT of Committee on Uniformity of Text-Books, made at the meet-ing of the State Teachers' Association, Green Bay, July 19, 1877 . 
Your committee, to whom wos referred that portion of the President's ad-
dress which relates to text-books; beg leave to report ; 
In vIew of the fact that the attention of the people of this state h~s been 
called to matters pertaining to the purchase and manufacture of text-books; 
and that a general desire has been expressed by educational men throughout 
the state to have. this Association put itself on record as approving or, disap-
proving the pol~cy of securing a state ulliformity of text-books by having 
such books pubhshed by the state, or by parties within the state acting under 
~tate authority; we, the teachers of the State of Wis'consin, in convention as-
sembled, do hereby declare It a< our firm conviction: 
I. That a state uniformity of text-books is undesirable and calculated to 
work harm to a majority of our best schools. 
2. That we consider present legislation sufficient to insure to every school 
district' in the state the best text-books published, at reasonable rates; and 
that we' recommend to district officers throughout the state that they avail 
themselves, to the fullest extent, of the law relating to the purchase of tex.t-, 
hooks by, an!i in th-e name of, the school district. 
3· T.hat we hereby express our approbation of State Superintendent Sear-
2 . Paper. The Elective System; Prof. W. Leroy Broun, LL. D., Vander-
bilt University. 
3. Appointment of Committee on Nomination of Officers oi the Department. 
Dl!partmmt of Industrial Educatiolt. 
I. Opening Address by the President, Prof. Manly Miles, Lansing, Mich. 
2. Paper. Relations of the Common Schools to Industrial Education; 
lion. S. R. Thompson, Stale Supenntendent of Public Instruction, Lincoln, 
Neb. 
3. Paper. Relations of Labor to Industrial Education; Prof. George T. 
Fairchild, A. M., Michigan State Agricultural College, Lansing, Mich. 
4. Appointment of Committee on Nomination of Officers of the Department. 
I. 
1 UESDA Y, 8 O'CLOCK P. M. 
Ge1ural Association. 
Announcement of the Committee on the Nomination of Officers. Miscel-
laneous Business. 
2. Paper. Silent Forces~n - Education; - Prof. J. -F . 'Biackinton, Boston, 
Mass. 
3. Paper. The Study of English as Introductory to the Study of Latin and 
Greek; Prof. Thomas R. Price, M . A. University of Virginia. ' 
WEDNESDA Y, 9 O'CLQCK,.A.,M, 
. General Association. 
I. Opening Prayer. Unfinished Bus~n.ess. 
t . , " 
.. 
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3. Paper. The Relation of" The Preparatory or Grammer School to College 
and University; Prof. W. R. Webb, Culleoka, Tenn. 
3. Paper. The Relation of the College to the High School; Hon. J. W. 
Dickinson, Secretary, State Board of EducatIOn, Mass. 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 
Department of School SttPeri1ttendmc~. . 
I. Discussion. Plans for Publications connected with and growing out of the 
Centennial Exposition. 
2. Discussion. The Organization of an Educational Museum. 
3. Report of Committee on Nomination of Officers. 
Depart11lmt of Normal Schools. 
I. Paper. Common·echool Studies in Normal Schools; J. C. Greenough, 
Pnncipal, State Normal School, Providence, R. I. 
2. Paper. Chairs of Didactics in Colleges; S. N. Fellows, D. D., Professor 
of Didactics in the State University of Iowa. 
3. Report of Committee on Nomination of Officers. 
D~partmmt oj Elmu1ttary Scho"ls. 
I. Paper. The Kindergarten, (its Use and Abuse) in America; Prof. John 
Kraus, New York. 
2. Paper. The Kindergarten and the Mi;sion of Women. My Experieuce as 
Trainer of Kindergarten Teachers in this Country, with Illustrations of the 
Work of the latter; Mrs. Kr:lUs·D";>elte, New York. 
3. Report of Committee on Nomination of Officers. 
Department oj Hiih~r Imtructiolt. 
I. Paper. The Place of English in the Higher Education. Prof. A. B. 
Stark, LL. D., Russellville, Ky. 
2. Paper. College Dormitories; Prof. Charles K. Adams,. Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 
3. Report of Committee on Nomination of Officers. 
D~partmwt oj bzdllslrial Educatio1t. 
I. Paper. The Russian System of Mechanic Art Education as applieg in the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Pres. John D. Runkle, . A. M., 
Ph. D., Mass. Inst. Technulug)', liIoston, Mass. 
2. Paper. Industrial Education (?); Prof. Charles O. Thompson, Worcester 
Free Institute, Worcester, Mass. 
- 3. Election of Officers and other Business. 
WEDNESDA y, 8 O'CLOCK P. M. 
Gen~ral Associalio1t. 
I. Miscellaneous Bilsiness. Report of the Committee on Nomination of Of-
ficers. 
2. Paper. The Study of Social Economy in Public Schools; Prof. Maurice 
Kirby, Henderson, Ky. 
3. Paper. The Limits of Education; Prof. W. R. Garrett, Nashville, Tenn. 
THURSDA Y, 9 O'CLOCK A. }III. 
. Gmeral Associatio1t. 
1. OpeIling Prayer. Miscellaneous and Unfinished Business. 
2. Paper. Educational Interests of Texas; Dr. Rufus C. Burleson, Waco, 
Texas. 
3· Discussion. The Educational Wants of the South; opened by Hon. J . P: · 
Wickersham, of Pennsylvania, and Dr. John Hancock, of Ohio. 
4. Paper. Why Drawing should be taught m Common Schools; Prof. L. S. 
Th?mpson, Sandusky, Ohio. " 
THURSDA Y AFTERNOON. 
Department of School Sup~ri1ttmdi1u~. 
I. ·Discussion. The Promotion of Popular Education in the South. 
2. Discu~ion. The Proposed Reduction of Teachers' Salaries . 
. 3. Drsc~ssion. The Relation of Secondary Instruction to the Public School 
., DepartmUlt of Normaf Schools. . 
I. Paper. Attacks on Normal Schools; C. C. Rounds, Principal, State Nor. 
mal School, Farmington, Me. 
2. l1aper. Some Queries concerning Details of Normal-School Work; S, H. 
White, Principal, State Normal School, Peoria, Ill. 
D~parl11lt1l1 oj Elmzmlary Scltools. . . 
I. Paper. First Lessons in ' Reading, by a class of Infants; MISS Lydia D. 
Hampton, Louisville, Ky.; Introduced by Major William J . Davis; Sec-
retary of tbe Louisville School Board. 
2. Paper. The Essential Idea of Elementary Instruction; W. E. Crosby, Edi. 
tor of the Common School, Davenport, Iowa. 
i' Deparlmml oj Ifigh~r Imlructio1t. 
I. Paper. American Revision and Adaptation of Foreign Text-books; Prof. 
Caskie Harrison, University of the South. 
2. Miscellaneous and Unfinished Business. 
THURSDA Y, 8 q'CLOCK P. Moo 
Getural Associatioll. 
I. Untinished Business. 
2. Paper Educational Reformers in Hungary in the 17th and 18th Centu-
nes; Prof. Felmeri, Kolozwar, Hungary. 
3. Reports from the Several States and Territories represented. 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
I. The Board of Directors will meet in one of the parlors of the Galt 
House · on· Monday evening at half past eight o'clock. 
2. Under a rule of the Association no paper must exceed forty minutes in 
the reading. All papers are open for discussion in the General Association 
or the Departments in whi;:h they are read. 
~ Th~.J.Department of Elementary Schools will meet in the same hall as 
the General Association-the auditorium of the Liederkranz Hall; the other 
Departmenl~ in such rooms of the same huilding as may hereafter be as· 
signed. . 
4. Authors of papers are requested to report their arrival to the Secretary 
of the Associaticn, and to the President of the Department before which they 
are to appear. They are also requested to leave a copy of their papers with 
the Secretary immediately after reading them. 
5. HOTEL RATES.-The Galt House will charge $2.50 a day; The Louis· 
ville Hotel $2.00 a day, if two persons 'occupy one room, single rooms $2.50 
to "3.00; the Waverly Hotel will cQarge $2.00 to $2.50; the Willard $2.00; 
the St. Cloud $1.50 ; Fifth Avenue $2.00; Alexander's $1.50; Rufers (Eu-
ropean Plan) 75 cents a day for room without board. 
6. RAILROADS.-No general arrangel}lcnt has been made for reduced fares, 
but it is highly probable that all the local roads c.onverging into Louisville 
will make a reduction to members. The round trip ticket between Cincin-
nati and Louisville by rail, or steamboat includlllg meals and berths, is 
~~ . 
7. MAMMOTH CAvE.-The Association will determine whether or not it is 
advisable to make an excursion to the Cave in a body. The fare by rail and 
stage from Louisville to the Cave and return is $5.50. Hotel expenses $1.50 
a day. The entir~ expense cannot exceed $10.00. 
Notes. 
ONLY to look at the outside of the Midsummer Holiday Number of Scri/m~r's Magazi,u is a pleasure, suggestive of the delights of sum-
mer. The contents are all that could be desired. For -those who enjoy 
out· door life, nothing can be more entertaining these hot days than" North 
American Grouse," by Charles E. Whitehead; "A Railroad in the Clouds," 
by J. Eglinton Montgomery; "Babes in the Wood," by Janet Cross Hoyt, 
or "Canadian Sports," by George W. Beers. For story lovers there is the 
beginning of " His Inheritance" by Adeline Trafton;'" the continuation of 
"Nicholas Mintu,rn," by J. G. Holland, and "Smethurstses," by Francis 
Hodgson Burnett, with other short stories. . Poetry has its share of attention, 
well suited to this dreamy, poetical season, when even the most unromantic 
dare to " dream our dreams" and let life and its burdens rest awhile. But 
to name all the good things would include the whole table of contents, for 
everything in this number is complete and replete.--Prof. L. S. Thompson, 
who has been for the past fourteen years connected with the public schools 
of Sandusky, Ohio, most of the time in the capacity of teache'r of penman· 
ship and dr~wing, (author of the articles on "Dictation Drawing" now ap· 
pearing in the WEEKLV), has been invited to take the chair of Industrial Art 
in Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind. He will enter upon his duties there 
September 12. The Sandusky Journal says of him: By perseverance and 
industry, Mr. Thompson has built up an enviable reputation as instructor in 
art drawing and penmanship, and we congratulate him that he is reaping a 
handsome reward. While we regret to have him leave us, we are glad he 
has received so exalted an appointment "--The Publisher's Wuklv, under 
date of July 14, contains the American Educational Catalogue for 1877· It 
is a superb number, and of inestimable value to teachers who read and study, 
and to all who wish information respecting publishers, prices, etc., of recent 
educational works. F. Leypoldt, publisher, box 4,295, New Y05k.--The 
London A(ad~my, which is excellent authority, says that American school 
books are" the cheapest in the world."--From Hadley Brothers & Co. 
Chicago, we have received Milton's L' AII~gro, of the Clarendon Press Series', 
taken from the English poems of Miltpn, edited by R. C. Browne, M.A. 
For students of Milton, in high schools, .it is remarkably cheap and useful. 
Price ten cents. Six pages of text and seven of notes.--The introduction 
price of Rolfe and Gillet's Ha1tdbook of Natural Philosophy is 85 cents, in· 
stead of $1.35, as stated in our notice of the same. $1 .35 is the introduction 
price of the larger book.-A writer in the N. Y. Trib,m~ calls attention to a grow-
ingdefect in the classical instruction at Yale College. Hecomplains of the sub 
stitution of quatttity for quality as a measure of excellence in both the prepar· 
atory and the college studies. The requiring of a large amount of reading 
before entering the college necessitates a system of cramming and superficial 
study which is not compensated for during the college course, and a gene~al 
use of translations by the students has become almost, if not quite, a llecesslty 
even to industrious and willing scholars. If raising the st'lndard in the pre· 
?aratory and undergraduate courses consists chiefly in an increase of the 
amount required, it is not improbable that the standard is actually lowered 
instead of raised by such requirement, as the '1,~ality of work is thus propor-
tionally deteriorated. He suggests that Yale should announce (and other 
colleges might with equal propriety make the announcell!ent) that two years 
hence the .amount required for admission in the classics shall be reduced b 
two-thirds or three:fourths, while the examination of the subjects involved 
;-
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shall be of the most thorough and searching. character. There will then be 
less reason for the reproach of the scientists, that, after all the time and labor 
spent, our students know almost nothing of the language!>. 
REVIEWS. 
A P1imary Arithtll~tic a"d Teacher's Mam~al, with Class and Seat Exer-
cises, graded with reference to the various stages of the pupil' s advancement 
in reading. By Edward Olney, Professor of Mathematics in the University 
of Michigan, and author of a series of mathematical text-books. (New York: 
Sheldon & Co.; Western -agency at 117 and 119 State Street, Chicago). 
The Elements of Arithmetic, for Intermediate, Grammar, and Common 
Schools, in which the analytical p ocesses known as menta~ arithmetic arc 
assimilated and incorporated with the more mechanical and formal processes 
known as written arithmetic, thus affording in one book a sufficient amount 
of theoretical and practical arithmetic for a good English education. By the 
same author and publishers. 
Prof. Olney's arithmetics have become so well known among the teachers 
of common, graded, and normal schools, that no extended notice of them is 
necessary at this time. The distinguishing features of the books are mention-
.ed above, and these features alone mark them as superior to the ordinary 
books of their class. The Teacher's Mmtual which forms so prominent a 
part of the Primary Arithmetic, and the strikingly original methods employed 
for developing the subject with young children, .render this book superior to 
anything of the kind yet published for the primary school or the home school. 
Both books have recently undergone a thorough revision, but the "E.lements " 
has been materially improved by the addition of numerous examples in busi-
ness arithmetic, denominate numbers, mensuration, fractions, and discount .. The 
different cases which may and do actually arise in this latter subject are pre-
se!1ted by practical examples of great variety. With the second book sup 
plemented as it has been by this revision, it becomes well adapted to use in 
higher and normal schools. 
Handbook of the Stars, for School and Home Use. By W. J. Rolfe and 
J. A Gillett: (New York : Potter, Ainsworth & Co., Chicago: J. J. Dinsmore, 
Agent. pp. 224,17 full page plates; or star maps. Introduction price, $1.10.) The 
first 159 pages of this hook treat of "The Constellations;" "Apparent Motions 
of the Earth;" " The Planets;" "TheSu1l;" "Eclipses;" "Comet, ;" "The Zodi-
acal Light ;" "Meteors;" "Fixed Stars." An Appendix of 65 pages deals more 
with the mathematics of the science, giving the history and mytholo!,'Y 01 tht! 
constellations; an account of the calendar; various astronomical tables ; and 
a chapter in which are explained the methods of finding the dimensions of the 
solar system and the weight of its members. This Appendix supplements the 
work so fully that it becomes adapted to the wants of the higher schools and 
colleges, w.hile the separation of this more dif!icult part from I he b~dy of the 
book renders the whole? very desirable manual for private study or home use. 
Rolfe and Gillett may justly claim the credit of first introducing the won· 
ders of the spectroscope to the pages of a text-book for schools, and they have 
won ,no little distinction from the "Cambridge Course of PhysicS," of which 
they are the anthors. Their bold and scholarly presentation of the new theo-
ries in modern science soon 'causeil an entire revision of the text-books, and 
while many attempts have been made to supersede their works, they continue to 
hold a place among the first in. point of generlrl- adaptability to the existing, 
courses of study in the schools. lThis "Handbook of the Stars" is especially 
attractive in appearance, and well adapted to the wants of high schools and 
, colleges. ' , ' 
Correspondence, 
of the little I am able to add to the great work. After an experience of a 
• quarter of a century in our own American schools, I find myself here, where 
the common school system is hardly beyond its embryonic stage of existence. 
I came here for rest and change of scene; but the needs of the people were 
so nrgently pressed, a!ld my national pride so hi~hly flattered by the .facts that 
the American system IS the model for the HawaIIan, and only Amencan text-
books are used that I could not withstand the soh citations to work here. I 
am ill charge ~f a primary school which is to be developed in~o a.traini.ng 
school. To do my work efficiently, I need constant commum~alton With 
leading workers in the same field . As this, per50naUy, is utterly denied m~ ; 
by reason of residence, J am forced to. beg. correspondence by !etter, and in-
formation by published reports. bulletms, Circulars, etc., for which I must be 
indebted to tbose who have no farther interest in me and my work, than that 
which arises from a fellow-feeling among co-workers, and a general interest 
in the elevation of the human race. With this view I address you, begging 
that you will send me any educational documents at command, in the way of 
reports, etc.; make me any suggestions as to books or journals that will help 
or interest me; advise me upon any methods as to laying out my wo~k among 
a people who have nothing to do but accept what a lib~ral gove:n~ent will 
provide; inform me what are the most needful educatIOnal penodlcals pub. 
Iished in the United States, or introduce me to some wide-awake teacher who 
would like a correspondent from this part of the world. 
Respectfully, Mrs. M. M. WEBSTKIl. 
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, H ONOLULU, July 4, 1877. • 
COLORADO AS A FIELD FOR THE NATURALIST. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
HAVING just returned from a short trip to Colorado, I think it well to lay before my fellow teachers some of the advantages of a summer trip 
thither to those who like to combine science with pleasure. 
I ,vent by the Atchinson, Topeka, and Santa Fe R. R., deCidedly the 
pleasantest route to take, aside from the consideration that it brings one into 
the immediate neighborhood of what the scientific tourist would most wish 
to see. This connects at Pueblo with the main line of the Denver and Rio 
Grande R . R. This extends southward 90 miles to Trinidad, passing over 
the famons Veta Pass, and bringing one well toward the noted mining regjons. 
It has also a branch westward to Canon City, just below the Grand Canon of 
the Arkansas river, and the main line runs northward to Lolomdo Springs, 
Denver, Greely, and other noted places. . 
To my botanical friends I will say that Colorado has nearly 1,000 species 
of planls, of which ,nearly 600 are unknown this side of the Mississippi. ~n 
a single day's walk up to the foot of the Grand Canon, and thence, over Its 
summit back to Canon City again, I noticed or had pointed out to me over 
one hundred species of plants not mentioned in either Gray's or Wood's 
manuals. Among them I recall six of the Cactus family, four ferns, five 
Asclepiadre, several Euphorbi re, four Rosacere, a Rhus, and at least a dozen 
leguminous plants. I had the rare good fortune to have with me Mr. T. E. 
Brandegee, who had been topographer of the Hayden expedition, and is an 
enthusiastic botanist; but even a casual observer realizes that he is in a new 
zone of plant life. No better point than Canon City can be found to obtain 
a great variety of plants. . . .. • 
Then for geology. there IS har~ly a place on earth where there IS such 'a gr-
gantic exposure of rock strata, extending fr'lm the lowest to the highest. The 
Azoic rocks, mostly red feldspathic granite, extend for miles and miles, pre-
senting every variety of fantastic upheaval. Then the Silurian limestone 
overlies it, then the Old Red Sandstone, then Sub· carboniferous limestones and 
gypsum; and about six miles below Canon City is the singular coal bed of 
Colorado, which has puzzled geologists to account for it. Within nine miles 
of the town are fossils of the Reptilian Age. A tolerably complete skeleton 
of a monster Saurian, 65 feet in length, can be seen at Canon City, in poSses. 
sion of Mr. Edward Weston, and It is supposed there are more to , be ha:d 
where this was found. Six miles in another direction is an oil spring, from 
which crude petroleum has been obtained in quantity sufficient for refining. 
In the to\vn are several noted mineral springs. The Rosita mining region is 
only thirty miles away. A recent discovery of gold in this neighborhood is 
said to promise very valuable results. The grandeur of the mountain scenery 
can 'hardly be described, and so many have tri~d it that I will not add my 
feeble efforts to theirs. But inas!1luch as I have never seen the advantages of 
thiS regIOn for scientific study set forth, I call attention to it as a fruitful and 
comparatively unworked field. 
THE following letter recently received by th" editor of the WEEK LY speaks for itself. Although a private communication, we take the liberty of 
publishing it, in the hope that the aRpeal ,of the writer may arrest attention 
and meet with a hearty response froin the friends and promoters of education 
in our country. The field into which Mrs. Webster has been dra~n is a most ' 
interesting ancl important one, and she deserves every t!ncouragement and as· 
sistance possible from all who would see American ideas and American in-
stitutions taking root and bringing forlh abundant f~uit in the isles of the sea as 
well as among the more distant nations of the continent beyond. We suggest 
that our editorial contempomries and the publishers of professional books will 
render tht! cause material service by forwarding their publication& to this lady 
according to the' address given below. 
P"of. W. F. Phtlps. Dear Sir:-The wide r~pu\ation which you have in 
connection with educational interests makes me, bold to !!I'-dress Y911 in behalf 
, The zoologist will find insect life well dt!veloped and peculiar. Several 
birds, mammals, and reptiles were noticed which are all peculiar . . The fes-
tive grasshopper, of many species and many individuals to a species, is here 
to be found un his native hills. The high mountains support a variety of 
game animals, and the streams are by no means destitute of trout. 
Living is high in Colorado. The best way for a part;)" to exptore- js to 
camp out. The climate is fine, the ground never damp, the water is good, 
and with a good team to carry tent and supplies, a dozen able-bodied men 
can go almost anywhere, and see whatever is worth seeing. The people are' 
very cordial, especially to "scientific gents." Nor need ladies be excluded 
from the party. We met dozens of them camping out h~re and there, mostly_ 
bent 011 securing health, and generally reporting themselves successful. 
Friend Gove of Denver urged us to go this summer, but alas, I did not know 
in .time how. much there is to be seen in this new state of ours. Another 
time, when the opportunity comes, we are ready to go west, not grow up with 
the country, but to grasp something more upon which the mind ~n RTow . 
. a.LB. 
The Educational Weekly. [Number 30 
THE EDUCAT.rON.AL WEEKLY. 
STATE DEPARTMENTS. 
EDITORS: 
CaJif~nia : JEANNB C. CARR, Deputy Slate Supt. Public Inst., Sacramenlo. 
Colorailo : Hon. J . C. SHATTUCK, State Supt. Public Instruction, Denver . 
.Iowa: J. M. DBARMOND, Principal Grammar School NO. 5, Davenport. 
Illinois.: Prof. JOHN W . COOK, Illinois Normal Univen.ity, Normal. 
Michiran : Prof. Lawls McLOUTH, State Normal School, Ypsilanli. 
Indian,.: J . B. R OBBRTS, Principal HIgh School, Indianapolis. 
'Wisconsin : J. Q. EMBRV, Supt. Public Schools, Fort Atkinson . 
Minnesota: O. V. TOUSLBV, Supt. Public Schools, Minneapolis. 
Dakota: W. M. BRISTOLL, Supt. Public Schools, Yankton. 
OMo: R. W. STEVBNSON, Supt. Public Schools, Columbus. 
the coming year.--Prof. Harris, a graduate of the University, remains in 
charge of the Monroe Union Schoo!. His services are very highly valued 
by the people of Monroe. He is spending a portion of his vacation in the 
study of experimental physics and chemistry, in the summer class, at the 
Normal Schoo!.--The Detroit High School graduated a class 01 88 at th.e 
recent commencement.--Flint graduated a class of 14. A State Institute IS 
to be held at Flint this fall.--Mr. L. W. Mills, who has been doing excellent 
service as principal of the Union School at Rockland;remains another year. 
--The Normal Department of Kalamazoo public schools, Miss Julia Stan-
clift in charge, recently graduated a class of seven . Supt. George regards 
this department as of great advantage to his schools.--Prof. J. A. May, l~t 
year in charge of the public schools of Eaton Rapids, goes to a like POSI-
tion at Lowell. Prof. Holbrook, of Lansing, succeeds Mr. May at Eaton 
Rapids.--Mr. Wm. Bellis, of the last Normal class, has been chosen princi" 
pal of the graded school at Memphis. --Miss Mary Allen of the last Normal 
class, is first assistant under Mr. Davis, at Benton Harbor.--Mr. Jay K. 
Davis has resigned his place as principal of the Chelsea Union School, and 
is succeeded by Mr. N. A. Richards, a recent graduate of Albion College. 
Ne!J~aska: . Prof. C:IB. PAL~'~R, State University,Lincoln. 
Educational New~Homt and FordEn: HENRV A. FORD, Kalamazoo, MIchigan. 
CHICAGO, AUGUST 9, I877· 
. 
Michigan. 
STATE Superintendent Tarbell has arranged for a Ia,rge number of insti-tutes for the summer and fall. They begin August 13. The Central State Institute opens at Lansing, August 20.--At the recent commencement 
the Slate University gra~uated 29 pharmace:ullcal chemists, 5 enginee.rs, II 
hachelors of science, 19 bachelors of philosophy, 39 bachelors of arts, 2 
masters of science, 3 masters of philosophy, 21 masters of arts, 20 doctors of 
medicine, and 2 doctors of dental surgery. Arrangements are made 
, for iengthening the medical term to nine .months. The Board of Regents, 
by discontmuing the se~vices ?f a few tutors, and by i~creasing the, matricu-
lation fees have found It pOSSible to keep up the salanes of the full profes-
sors" some' of whom were sure to be lost to the University in case any red~ction in salaries had been carried out.--At the late commence-
ment exercises of the State' Normal School, 48 were graduated from 
the common school cour.e, 12 in the language courses, 5 in the mixed 
courses, and II in the Full English course. Total, 76 --The State Boar? of 
Education have decided upon the plans for the new Normal Sch.o~l bUild mg. 
The contract for building is to he let on the 27th of August, and It IS hoped to 
have the structure encloseci yet before cold weather.--Albion college gradu-
ated a class of twelve in June. The vacancy in the chair of mathema~ics 
caused by the re:;ignation of Prof. Merriman has been hlled by the ele~tlO~ 
.of Prof. Dick~e, a graduate of· the college, aud for seve.ral years past prlncl-
. pal of the Union School at Hastings': Dr, Fisk, the new President, enters 
upon his duties under favorable auspices. Prof. ?sband and ,Mrs. O~band 
are visiting 'and resting in the Ea;;t, a?d Dr. ~opkms, I~te actmg pre~ldent, 
is rusticating on his farm, near Yps!lantl.--Ohvet College graduate? thiS year 
• a class of nine: Two were ma~e masters of arts, one master of SCience, and 
the degree of D_D. was conferred upon Prof. H . M. Goodwin of the college, 
and the Rev . .Geo. D. Baker, of Detroit.--Hills.dale College graduated a 
class of 18, at the late commeucement. Dr. James resigned the chair of 
Homiletics and Ecclesiastical History, and the Rev. Geo. H . Ball, of Buf-
falo vias chosen to the vacancy.--A class of 72 was graduated from the Ann 
Ar\;>2r High School, 22 in the: classical course: Supt., ~erry is being very 
urgently solicited to take an I,mportant place 10 the ,ml~ltary school about to 
be established at Orchard Lake, Oakland county, Michigan. The people 01 
Ann Arhor should not let him go.--D. B. Yutema, a graduate of the Nor-
mal School in the 'Iast class, and previously a graduate of Hope College, at 
Holland in' this state, has been chosen-to lake charge of the public schools 
of St. Johns.--The Ypsilanti High S~hool graduated a class of five, Prof. 
Demmon of the. Ul)iversity gave an addrl!s.~ upon the occasion. Supt. Magill, 
Profs. Lane and Fair have been engaged felr another year.--Prof. Phillips has 
resigned the place of PrinCipal at St. Cla!r, and assume~ a .like ,position ~t 
Grand ,Haven.-· -Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Will.ard have reSigned their places 10 
the Ontonagon public school, and th!!ir places have been filled by Prof. 
Willey and Miss Emma y i n Schaic.--The ~attl~ Creek High School gradu-
ated a class Of fifteen thiS summer. The Umverslty faculty has voted to re-
ceive. the graduates of Ba.ttle Creek without examina~ion.--At the close of the 
school year in East Sag1Oaw, the Board of. Educall!Jn and the teachers pre-
sented Pror. Tarbell with an elegant gold watch and chain. As Prof. Tarbell 
has labored very earnestly and successfully for six years, in the capacity of 
Superintendent of the city schools of East Saginaw, and has now been 
"called up higher," his . frierrds an~ associa~es. desired , to ma.nifest in some 
appropri(Lte and substan,tlal way their ~ppreclatl~n of hiS services.. The ~e­
partment of music in the schools of East Sagmaw and of Sagmaw City, 
under the charge of W. L. Smith, editor of the Musical Department of the 
WEEKLY seems to be very poputarly and successfully managed, as both 
sc~ool b~ards h~ve wisely conc.uded by a unanimous vote to continue it un-
de'r its present chief.--Mr. Jame~ L: Spenser, a l;1'adl1ate ?f the Normal 
Sc1:100l, has resigned his p~ace as pnnclpal of ~he Lmden Umon School, and 
takes !L like place at :f1ush1Og.--,Pro~. E . ~Iller, ?( 0rass Lake, graduated 
this ' summer a class of five from hl~ High ScllOo!. MISS EUa Longhead, a. 
~~t<of ·the Normal School, takes charge of the Grammar department 
.1-
Minnesota. 
THE corner stone of the new Baptist Academy of Owatonna was laid July 14, with addresses by Hon. M. H. Dunnell, Rev. Geo. C. Tanner, and 
ot.hers. It is. exp~cted to open the school on the 11th of September. Classes 
Will be organized 10 the common English, academical and classical studies. 
--P~of. McNaughton, after three years' connection with the public school.s 
of Fanbault, has gone to Iowa.--The teachers of Litchfield and vicinity 
have ?rganized a teachers' association which holds monthly meetings.--State 
Supermtendent Burt has arranged for a teachers' institute at Alexandria on 
the thirteenth of August to continue two weeks. The St. Cloud Normal fur-
~ishe~ the ins~ructors.--A. su~mer training school is in successful operation 
In M1Oneapoits, un~er the dlfec~lOn of Messrs. Curtiss and Hyde, of the busi-
ness College. Ow1Og to hard hmes, the attendance is not large but good 
w.ork is being done, an~ there. is gO?d reason to look forward to ~ large at-
tendance n~xt rea~. It IS "the mtenhon of Messrs. C. and H . to make this a 
pe~~nent mStitu~lOn .--. Supt. Tousley is at present at Fire Island, N . Y., 
e~Joymg se~ b~thmg, fishmg, and the other good things to be found there. He 
Will return ~n time to attend the State Teachers' Association, and to open his 
schools on Sept. 3. 
Kentucky. 
DR . HENDERSON, Superinten'dent of Public Instruction, directs that in the examination of teachers less proficiency sho1l1d be r.equired in his-
tory and geography than orthography, grammar, and arithmetic. He also 
admonishes trustees to note the fact that it requires fifteen days previous 
notice to suhmit to the voters of a district the question of a district tax, while 
it only requires ten days for t?e election of a trustee.--Prof. Hayward, for-
merly of Cloverport, Ky., will probably go to Beaver Dam, Ohio County 
whe~e they are building a good school-house for him.--Prof. Waggener: 
President of Bethel College, Russelville, Ky., reports the collej!e in fine con-
dition. A new board.in~ hall, cos!ing twenty thousand dollars, has just been 
added to the other bUlldmgs of the school. . Those who were in attendance 
las.\: yea{ speak in verr complimentary terms of the faculty .--The Ten-
nessee school law prOVides for two directors for each district, who may have 
a clerk and treasurer elected by themselves. Schools for white clrildren, 
and those for negroes are to be kept· separate, but the blacks must have Ii 
pro rata share of the school fund.--Capt. James Jacques oi Knoxville, 
Tenn., has been elected to fill the vacancy in Emory & Henry College oc-
casioned by the death of Hon. James W. Theffey. 
LoUiSVILLE.-The school board late in June contracted for the building of 
two new houses, and in accordance with the times, work being scarce and 
wages very low, the contracts were let at remarkably low figures. Some of 
~he di~appointed bi~d~rs at on~e hegan, through the ; papers, to impugn the I~tegnty of the bUlI?lllg committee, asserting that each mem,be~ had the fur-
mshing of some particular kind of material or work. The bUlldmgs were be-
gun, and their construction was pushed along energetically. Then the cry 
was raised, they .are not safe. A committee of experts was sele~te.d and re-
quested .to examllle the buildings, which was done, one or two tnfi10g alter~­
lions bemg recommended which will be adopted. "Let us have peace" IS 
now the cry of both sides, though they differ as to the orthography of "peace." 
--The institute at Owenton was a decided success. Dr. Henderson's ad-
dress was "the event of the occasion. " It was an able exposition of states-.. 
manship and dealt directly with the great problem of civil liberty. Profs: Al-
len and Bartholomew were the conductors.--The Ohio County Instltute 
was well attended, and the addresses of Prof. Hayward and ot?ers ~re well 
spoken of.--Prof. Richardson, of Central University, still retallls hiS place 
as one of the Executive Committee of the American Philological Association, 
which recently held itS ailllual meeting at Baltimore. 
Kentucky as a state is financially in splendid condition, entirely out of 
debt. The same cannot be said of all of the counties. The depreciation of 
values has severely affected the' school interests. Owing to this cause' and 
the increase of pupil1children in tlle state, the pff' capita for tuition purposes 
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for white 'children has fallen to $1.65 agamst $1.90 for last year. ' :r~e c?loJe.d 
school fund has slightly increas.ed. Dr. HenderSon has been untmn& m his 
exertions to improve ' the school facilities, but the gel' er~l depresSIOn has 
proved insurmountable.--Hon. H. D. McHenry, of Ohio county, ~as re-
cently elected school trustee of his district. He ,,:ill I:'robably accomphsh the 
building of a new and creditable school house which IS so ~uch needed.--
Malcolm G. Brown, principal of Seventh Ward School, died lately after a 
short illness. Resolutions expressive of sympathy and res,Pe<:t were passed ?y 
the teachers of said school and similar ones by the pnnclpals of the city 
schools. He was an earnest: faithful educator, and his death will be greatly 
deplored by all who knew him.-. -; T~e plan of .ha~ing only one tr~st«:e to 
each' district, though greatly faclhtatlng work, I~ hable to some obJectlons. 
The friends of opposing teachers make t~e electIOn ~f. the trustee an occa-
sion for as severe party feel.ing as the ~lectlOn of mUnicipal officers.--P!of. 
Randle will establish a girls' boarding school at Paducah.--The Bible 
College department has been withdrawn from the Kentucky University, and 
will be under the control of the Christian Church, and in charge of . Elders 
McGarvey and Grubbs. The University seems to be in a fair way to be 
made undenominational and generally useiul.--Gen. D. H. Hill, of 
North Carolina, has accepted the presidency of the State Industrial College 
of Arkansas, at Fayetteville, and wiII shortly remove thither. 
Ohio. 
THE Democratic and Republican parties have held their respective con-ventions, made their platforms, and placed upon them the m~n of their 
choice. School men were deeply interested in the character and ability of 
the nominations for State School Cqmmissioner. Mr. J. J. Burns, Superin-
tendent of the schools of St. Clairsville, was nominated on the second ballot 
by the Democratic convention. Mr. Burns is a successful teacher and mana-
gf.'r, and has been identified Wlti!. the public schools of the state for ten or 
twelve years. His character for integrity, honesty, and industry is all that the 
school men and women could desire. It is believed by those who know Mr. 
Burns best, that he, if elected, wiII make a faithful and capable offic~r. 
Mr. J. F. Lukens, ?f Portage county, is the nominee of the Republican 
party. Mr. Lukens IS a &raduate.of the Ohio University; since his gr.adua-
tion he has been engaged m teachmg and in the supervision of public schools. 
He was several years Superintendent of the schools of Portsmouth, and 
recently of the schools of. Wooster, Ohio. He has filled the positions tei 
which he has been called with credit to himself and satisfaction to the people. 
His private character is without a stain. He possesses many qualifications for 
a good public officer. In the event of the' election of either, Mr. Burns or 
Mr. Lukens, thet schools of the state will have at their gead a man who is 
thoroughly in earnest, in harmony and sympatliy with the teachers, active and 
determined to do the best possible thing for the educational interest of Ohio. 
Illinois. 
MR. JOSEPH HARKER takes charge at Meredosia next year.--Supt. Etter has given public notice that the annual examination for State certifi-
cates wiII be held as follows: Geneva, Kane county, Aug. I, 2, 3; Sterling, 
Whiteside county, Aug. 8, 9, 10; Dwight, Livingston county, time not fixed; 
Mount Vernon, Jefferson county, August 22, 23, 24; Girard, Macoupin coun-
ty, August 22, 23, 24; SuIIiv~n, ~oultrie county, ti~e not fixe~. Examina· 
tions will be held under the dlrectlon of county supenntendents m the respec-
tive counties.--Col. E. W. Gray, whilom the Deputy State Superintendent 
01 Public Instruction, no longer serves in that capacity. Mrs. Etter, the wife 
of the Superintendent, takes his place.--The state department has issued a 
Course of Study for Teachers' Institutes. It was" prepared for the Superin-
tendent by that efficient and well known book agent, Mr. Jonathan Piper, 
who represents so ably Messrs. Ivison, Blakeman, Taylor & Co. In the in-
troduction Mr. Etter pays him the following deserved compliment: "In the 
preparation of this scheme I am eSpecially under obligations to Prof. Piper, of 
Chicago. He has had many years of successful experience in institute work, 
both in this and other states, and is one of the best institute instructors· I have 
ever met. Any county superintendent who can secure his services will be 
most fortunate." On page 9 of the "course" we note that teachers are to 
teach only the diacritical marks used by Webster. While this dictionary is 
much more generally used than Worcester, would it not have been better to 
include Worcester, since it is found in many schools? Many people are so 
sensitive in regard to such matters that anything issuing from the State De· 
partment should give no occasion for unfavorable comment. On pages 22 
and 23 we find an outline of work in algebra. It is excellent, although we 
find an ommission of G. C. D. and L. C. M., which should have constituted 
topic five. The book is an exceedingly good one, but the squeamish public 
will find fault because it happens to be published by the house which Mr. 
Piper represents . The same thing is tr~e of sev~ral others of the outlines.-
Ail institute is in progress at Mason CIty. It IS under the management of 
Prof. Williamson, who returns to Mason 'City to take charge of the schools. 
NORMAL ITEMS. 
D. C. Roberts is spending a portion of his summer in Norm~l. He ~esu~es 
his work at Cape Girardeau next year.--Charies DeGarmo IS now mstltut-
ing in Iowa.--J. Eddy Brown is a familiar figure this summer. He returns 
to Decatur next year.--. Mr. Zimmer will teach in McLean county next 
year.-·-' -President Hewett spent most · of his suinmer in Mass.-· -George 
Blount is billed for Lexington.--Mr. Paisley is slowly regaining his health. 
--Prof. Forbes has returned from his collecting t.rip with a large quantity of 
material.--W. H. Smith is a candidate for reelection to the office of coun-
ty superintendent. ~o one confronts him at present .writing; and the in- . 
dications are that he will "walk over the track." A rare compliment t.hat for 
WiIliam.--Dr. Sewall writes the cheeriest of letters from his new home in 
Colorado. High living seems to agree with him, although w:e had no idea.a 
little matter of a few thousand feet would make so much difference with him. 
--Aaron Gove's family is spending the summer 'in Normal, as is Mrs. 
Charles Hurd ne~ Miss Maggie McCambridge. 
Ground was broken last week for the new Chemical building of the Illinois 
Industrial University, at Urbana, III. .The Legislative appropriation for this 
building and its furniture is $40,000. The dimensions are to be 124 feet long by 
74 feet wide, with a total height offour storic;sincluding finished basement and 
mansard. . I~ will inch~de five distinc~ laboratories; . one for qualitative, and one 
for quanttta~lve analYSIS, one f?r agncultural chemistry, a metallurgical, and a 
pharma~euttcal laboratory, beSides rooms for gas analysis, balance rooms, pho-
tographiC r?oms, and amp!e lecture rooms, and the Professor's private labora-
tory. It Will be fitted up m the best modern style, and furnished with the 
most improved apparatus. 
Wisconsin. 
AT the annual school meeting in Stoughton, the Board . was il\structed, to purchase all text-?ooks at the lowest possible rates, and sell to pupils 
~t cost.--At Fort Atkmson, M. H. ~anong,. who has served in' that capa~-
Ity for the past twelve years, was reelected clerk. All the appropriations 
asked for by the Board were voted without dissent.--At the recent'exami-
nation at Beloit, forty-six pupils passed the examination for admission to the 
High School.--" The writer of this article had the pleasure of attending 
the Con,tm~ncement exerci~es of this. college, on the 26th ult., and it may ·be 
of speCial lI~terest to some people m our city and surrounding country . to 
know, that~ m the very center of our young and enterprising state, there.is a 
c?llege ,,:hlch .ho ld~ no second rank among her educatiOflal institutions. The 
city. ?f Ripon IS ~ehghtfully located; in beauty she has no peer, and as to the , 
fertthty of the SOli there can be found no superior throughout her broad dO-; 
mai~. * * * The college buildings are situated on high grounds oyer-
looking th.e whole town: It has four large structures three stories high, three 
of blue Jlmesto~e, alhed to the Niagara group, and one of .wood. The 
~rou~lds are spaclo.us .and handsomeJy ornamented by walks and shade. .'fhe 
, mtenors of the ~Ulldlngs are handsomely and conveniently arranged for the 
purposes for which they are designed, with a capacity to accommodate five 
hundred students, two hundred of whom may find room and board in the col-
lege buildings. * * * President Merrell stands among the very hil:hest 
of educato~s of thi.s country, is a great scholar, of gemal and pleasant man-
n~rs, and Justly wm~ the love and respect of all his pupils, who look upon 
him as a ~ather and kllld counselor, and to his pupils he is always pleasant 
and conSIderate, even tender to the last degree. He is entirely free from all 
ped~ntry" th~ ostentation~ of ~ pedagogue, or the arrogance of a sour and re-
pulSive dlgmty, ever putting hiS pupils at ease 111 his presence. Surely this 
is a rare, and yet ~ n~ble quality."-Radn~ Advocale-'-Prof. E: H. Sprague, 
for fo.ur years .Prlllcipal o~ the Elkhorn Hi&h school, has decided to ql\it 
teach~ng. He was the subject of very comphmentary resolutions at the an-nu~l sch?ol meet.ing of his district. --The correspondent 'of the 'Milwaukee 
/!l"lSconrm, speaking of the mana.gem~nt of the fox. Lake Seminary, re1llarks: 
The c~llege. has m~de ~ery deCided Impr.ovemeht .1l1 the past two years~ un-
der the llItelhgent dtrecUon of A. O. Wnght. HIS fine scholarship genial 
social q.uali~ies, and rare governing tact have told very decidedly in the 
prospent):' of the school.--Prof. 1. N .. Stewart .is elected Principal of l~e 
Berlm High School.--Prof. T. W. Chlltenden IS made Principal at Grand 
Rapids.--C. L. Powers goes to Two Rivers--Prof. O. S. Westcott is 
elected Principal of High School and Superllltenderit at Racine. 
Indiana. 
THE following is from a report of the public schools of Indianapolis for the year 1876-77, presented to the School Board, by the Superintendent, . 
Geo .. P. Brown. 
The population of the city, according to the United States census of 1870 ~as 48,244; the number of children enumerated in 1870 for school purpos~ 
was 13,082; tjle number of children enumerated in 1877 was 22,806. Taking 
these numbe~ as a basis of computation the present population of the 'city 
would be esbmated at 84,000. There have been enrolled in the schools 
during the past year, ·of different pupils, 12,060. This number is distributed 
as follows: In primary schools, 8,426; in grammar schools, 3,062; in High 
School, 572. Per cent of whole number in primary schools, 69.86· per cent 
ojj whole number in grammar scho~ls, 25.38; per cent of whole ~umber 'in 
High School, 4·74. Whole uumber enumeratep between six and sixteen' In-
clusive, 17,311. Per cent of number enrolled in ' the schools, 70. Nu~ber 
school-houses owned by the Board tha~ ~ave . been used for school pUqJoses, 
22; numbet houses rented, I; heated WIth stoves, 17; hel!-ted with steam, 2; 
heated with. furnaces, 3; school-rooms used, 1.88. Number of schools taught 
during the year-Normal I; High school, I; District schools, 21; cvenina 
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schools, 10; total number of schools, 33. Number diffe~nt teachers employed 
in day-schools, 203; average number employed in day-schools during the 
year, 191; whole number employed in evening schools, 32; number ot male 
pupils in day schools, 5,913; number of female pupils in day schools, 6,147 ; 
number teachers in High School, 18; number of teachers in N onnal School, I. 
1\.verage age of girls, 10.3; average age of boys, 10.2. 
The whole su~ paid for tuition in the d:ty schools was $127,916 ; the 
sum paid for night schools was $2,682.50; total, $130,598.50. 
The cost of tuition per pupil in the day schools, estimated upon the whole 
number enrolled, is as follows: In district schools, $9.64; in High Scbool, 
$29.86; in all the schools, $10.60. On average number belonging-in dis-
trict schools, $13.60; in High School, $37.22; in all tbe schools, $14.8&. On 
the average daily attendance-in district schools, $14.80; in High School, 
$39-27; i.n all the schools, $16.15_ The amount paid for special instruction 
in music was $1,600. The cost per pupil for instruction in music, estimated 
upon the whole number belonging, was 17 ~ cents. The cost per pupil for 
special instruction in drawing may be- placed at the same amount. The 
amount expended for tuition was sixty and six-tenths of the whole amount 
expended for the schools. 
Colorado. 
WE are permitted to publish th~ f .... Howing letter, written by an Illinois schoolmaster who has just entered upon pedagogical duties in the 
Rocky Monntains. 
. SAGUACHE, Col., June 25, 1877. 
My Dtar Frimd. -Four weeks ago this day I left Denver, nO[ by rail, as I 
first intended, but on foot, as being more economical, as one week would be 
lost anyway. There are thirty-six pupils on my school roll, from five to six-
teen years of age, and the studies, in addition to physiology and natural phil-
osophy, cumprise all the common school branches. There is room for a great 
deal of school work, but I have a fair start. The place contains about thirty 
houses, three-fourths of which are occupied. Th,ey are nearly all built of mud, 
one story high, and have flat roofs, but some of them are qUite comfortable in 
the interior. It was the travel through here to San Juan from the north via 
Puncha Pass, and froliJ the south up the San Louis valley, that laid the foun-
dation tor this town three years ago. The people, as elsewhere in Colorado, 
are cosmopolitan; five of the children in school are of German extraction, 
and t}rere is quite a German settlement in the valley. There are no Mexicans 
in sC;hool. A few days after my arrival there fell about a foot of snow III the 
foot-hills, but h,ere it was hail and then rain. Every afternoon there is a 
heavy wind from the northwest, which makes it quite dusty. I feel myself 
considerably elevated in my present position, seven thousand six hundred feet 
above t_he sea, and as school is held in the court house, I very naturally occu-
py ~he Judge's seat a part of the time. If you should chance to come this way 
dunng your summer tour, do no~ fail to call. 
Iowa. 
COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS' CONVENTION AT DES MOINES. 
THE convention w.as called to order by the President, Supt. J. F. Thomp-son, of Clayton county.' Supt. Miss E . E. Frink, of Cedar county,acted 
as S~cretary. Over fifty superintendents were present. Supt. R. M. Ewart, 
of Dela~are cou~ty, read an excellent paper on "County Normal Institutes.'1 
Th~ subject was discussed by Supt. Stewart of Butler county. The next ex-
-.erCl'Se was a paper on ,"Exa.minatio? of Teachers," by Supt. Johnson, of Ma-
h~k,a county. Theqlscusslon which folluwed was engaged in by Supts_ 
Frlllk, Thompson, and others. "Needed Legislation" was the subject of an 
ab!e paper by Sll;pt. L . S. McCoy of Hardin county_ It was an able presen-
tatiop o,f a, very Imp_ortant topic. The following were elected officers for the 
.commg year. Preslden~-Supt. J. W. Jbhnson, Mahaska county. Vice Pres-
Iden!?-Supt. M_ H. Klmg, Cerro Gordo county; Supt_ C. N _ Lyman, Mo-
nona county; Supt. L. B. Raymond, Franklin county. Secretary-So Black-
burn, S~pt. Benton, county. Executive Committee-Supt W . R. Akers, 
Powes~elk cou.n~r; Supt. J - yv -Stewart, Butler county _ A motion prevailed 
that thiS AsSOCiation meet With the State Teachers' Association at its 'next 
~eeting. Supt. J. F . !hompson, ~or ~e past year President of tbe Associa-
tion, thanked the meetmg for their kllldness and patience during the past 
year, and introduced his successor, Supt. J . W. Johnson of Mahaska county 
who addressed the meeting briefly. ' ," 
Committee on resolutions reported the following: . 
I. That we heartily endorse and approve the system of State Normal Insti-
tutes. 
2. Tha~ we r~ard t~e pr~paration of a state ~ourse of study for our normals 
as a step m the nght directIOn, and that we will do all :we can to make its 
use a success. 
3. That while we contemplate ' with pride the deserved high position our 
gre,at state occupies among her sister states in educational matters, we will not 
rest satisfied with our present condition or past achievements, but will, by the 
support of our State Normal School and county normal institutes, by the fre-
quent use of the liberal public press of the state, by public and private talks 
with our citizens, etc., earnest personal sympat,hy with and· labor in ourpublic 
schools, by every legitimate means, endeavor to awaken'-a puolic interest in 
the sChools. and promote their e~ciency. 
/ 
4. The duties of the county superintendent should be' more definite and 
much enlarged, and that the school directors should render all reports and ac-
counts to him and not in draft to the county nuditor and county treasurer, and 
also that he should have charge of the school fund of his county_ 
5. Thnt in appeal cases the county superintendent should bave power to 
compel the attendance of any witnesses as courts do. 
6. That a county superintendent should be elected because of his fitness for 
tbe work, and that hiS election should be removed as far as possible from 
party politics by electing him alternate years at the spring school election •. 
7. The school year should be arranged to begin and end at a certain time, 
and school officers should begin their term of office with this school year_ 
8. The two school funds-contingent and school house-should be consol-
idated, which, with the teachers' fund, would make only two funds. 
9- That the proposition to publish the Constitution of Iowa in pamphlet 
form is h~reby indorsed by us, and that we recommend that the county super-
intendents of the state purchase sufficient numbers for the teachers of their 
counties. 
10. That we favor the establishment of a State Board of Examination for 
granting state certificates and diplomas. 




























---------------------LIST OF NORMAL INSTITUTEi APPOINTED. 
Place !"ld. DatI. w·,tt. 
Corning, July 30, 4 
Waukon, Aug. 27, 3 
Exira, Aug. 20, 3 
Boonsboro, Aug. 20, :z 
Waverly, Aug. 20, :z 
Clarksville, Aug. 6, 4 
Carroll City, Sept. 3, 2 
Denison, Sept. 3, 3 
Estherville, Aug. 20, 2 
Charles City, Aug_ 20, 3 
Guthrie Center, Aug. 6, 4 
Webster City, Aug. 6, 3 
Steamboat Rock, Aug. 13, 4 
Marengo, Aug. 6, 4 
Sigourney, Aug. 6, 4 
Ft. Madison, July 30 , 4 
Marion, Aug_ 6, 3 
Pella, Aug. 20, 3 
Marshalltown, Aug. 6, 4 
Osage, Aug. 20, 4 
Muscatine, July 30, 4 
Sac City, Aug. 13, 3 
Nevada, ' Aug. 13, 3 
Toledo, Aug. 13, 4 
Bedford, Aug. 6, 5 
Sioux City, Aug. 20, :z 
C. W. VON CCXLLN, Supt. Public Instruction. 
DES MOINES, Aug. I, 1877. 
Publishers' Notes. 
THE "Western Gun Works" have collapsed. The parties had hitherto held a respectable position among business men, but their recent three-
dollar-revolver scheme was a swindle, and publishers and subscribers are all 
in the same boat. 
-The WEEKLY now has commodious and pleasant editorial rooms, front-
ing on Madison street, perhaps tbe best street in the city for general business. 
Our friends are cordially invited to give us a call when in the city. Take the 
elevator to room 9-
-We have received a specimen of Maynard and Noyes' ink from the man-
ufacturers in Boston. It is excellent, and that has been our opinion during 
an experience of many years. 
-Exchanges and correspondents will please notice our change of address 
to 170 Madison street. 
-Price of the WEEKLY to new subscribers, till the first of January, 1878, 
80 cents. ' 
THE EDUCAT,iONAL WEEKLY, published at Chicago, is a consolidation of 
several western Journals, and is meeting the high expectation of its friends. 
It would be to the credit of our Slate if our teachers were alI readers of this 
journal, or another as good.-St. Cloud J otlrttal-Prtss, Minn. 
Have just been binding the numbers of THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY to-
gether and now, _as I turn page after page, and re-read articles, items, hints, 
facts, I am astomshed to see what a storehouse of valuable material it is and 
all open to use easily at a touch. It shows vividly how much we only half 
read and therefore suon forget.-Prof. L. W, Hart, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
. ,I intend to have the WEEKLY come continuously, aBd want to bind it; 
It. s too good to be lost.-T. MarcelIus Marshall, Prin_ State Nor. School, Glen-
Ville, W. Va. 
• ,I am ve,ry anxious to keep the file complete. Each number is worth to 
. me a year's subscription.-J. M. Tipton, Plum Creek, Nebraska. 
